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Introduction

Between the modernist aesthetic approach and conceptual art, we witness other
significant developments in art. During this period, artists, by simultaneously using
various ready-made objects and artistic actions, opposed modernist aesthetics and
sought to minimize the gap between art and real life. The roots of these developments
stemmed from another movement in modern art: Dada. Dada emerged from within
modernist unity and rose against it. Dadaism could not find unity in a pluralistic world
that surrounded everything, nor could it follow a single law in a state of universal
lawlessness. It could not turn away from the surrounding reality, view art as a unified
whole, or pursue a single model as modernist art demanded, as it saw this as a
domineering approach. Therefore, it rebelled against all these ideas to the extent that it
sought the artwork not in objects created by the artist but in ready-made objects. In this
context, Marcel Duchamp and his approach to the artwork became a pivotal point in
this movement and marked the beginning of the developments of the 1960s and
conceptual art. Duchamp believed in art devoid of any emotion and, by introducing
ready-made objects, created a significant turning point in art. This shift led to a major
reconsideration of what art is, emphasizing that what matters here is the idea that
transforms a urinal into an artwork. Kosuth believed that questioning in art was first
introduced by Duchamp.

For an artist already familiar with abstract and non-representational art, the use of
collage was considered an important intellectual step, as it required the artist to create a
pleasing texture, while the collage additions were ready-made elements. This was
precisely Marcel Duchamp's intention in using ready-made elements, which is now
considered the central discovery of Dada art. The technique of collage or découpage
was initially invented by Cubist artists as a different way of presenting reality. Later,
the Surrealists diversified the use of collage, and the Dadaists adapted this technique to
their own spirit, aligning it with their anti-art tendencies. Thus, the post-war generation
of artists popularized collage as "assemblage art,” using existing elements to create
artworks. In this technique, the artist's effort was primarily directed toward establishing
physical and mental connections between existing elements rather than creating a new
entity. In 1961, the Museum of Modern Art in New York held an important exhibition
titled "The Art of Assemblage.” In the preface to the exhibition catalog, William C.
Seitz wrote:

"...The recent wave of assemblage represents a significant shift from subjective abstract
art toward a kind of harmony and compatibility with the environment. The technique of
collage is a suitable means of breaking free from the spell of the simple and universal
language that abstract art was determined to use. This technique can resist
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international homogenization in favor of regional values. Assemblage is also important
for another reason. It not only provided a transition from Expressionism to the entirely
different Pop movement but also created a new framework for presenting artworks. For
example, assemblage led to the emergence of two increasingly important new concepts:
‘environment' and ‘event.""

Marcel Duchamp entered the art world during a period of intellectual and artistic turmoil
that occurred in the late 19th century and after World War I. Duchamp's initial interest
in painting was in the Cubist style, and his most influential works were associated with
the Dada movement. Despite these affiliations, Duchamp was considered one of the
most independent artists and ultimately did not align with any school or ideology. Much
of his influence stemmed from his actions and positions regarding the nature of art, and
a significant part of his fame rests on works involving ordinary objects or his ready-
mades. However, Duchamp's masterpiece, a structural work made of glass, metal, and
colored elements, is known as"The Bride Stripped Bare by Her Bachelors,
Even" or "The Large Glass."”

Acrtistic reality has always been influenced by the prevailing intellectual currents of
different periods and societies. Art has consistently been a driver of social action,
possessing numerous capabilities. This significance elevates the artist to a prominent
position in society, endowed with unique characteristics. Sometimes, the artist
transcends objective reality through their imagination, presenting a reality beyond the
existing one. One such artist is Marcel Duchamp, the French painter. Duchamp offered
a new interpretation of the transformation of art and reality in artworks. Although
Duchamp produced few works, these limited creations rapidly traversed the avant-garde
movements of his time. It is important to note that in every historical period, artists have
sought to explore the unknown realms of the mind, going beyond the established norms
of their artistic community. Artists like Duchamp have helped shape the artistic taste of
their era and even influenced subsequent periods. Duchamp's works, in fact, laid the
groundwork for a truly significant shift in art history and its impact on the artistic
community.

Half a century ago, Duchamp created a world that we are now stepping into. His works
and actions continue to be analyzed and examined years later because their influence
has transcended geographical and cultural boundaries, moving from the modern era in
which he lived to the postmodern era in which we now reside. Duchamp's works were
influential in the expansion of Western art after World War |. André Breton (French
writer and theorist, 1896-1966) called him the most astute artist of the 20th century.
With this introduction, it can be acknowledged that Duchamp was an artist who
profoundly influenced his own era and the one that followed. Research into the social,
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economic, and cultural context of the society in which he lived can greatly help answer
many questions about his actions. Seyed Salehi (2012), in his thesis titled "The
Philosophical Foundations and Implications of Marcel Duchamp's Ready-
Mades," attempted to analyze the significant theoretical approaches to these works,
given their importance in art and the philosophy of art. In this article, we aim to use a
library research method to examine and analyze Duchamp's actions, the tools he
employed, and his worldview, which reveal his unique perspective. This research adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach, using library resources and data collection to
elaborate on the discussed topics. The main question of this article is: How did Marcel
Duchamp, and through what components, exert such a profound influence on the artistic
community of his time and the period that followed?

Conclusion

An artist capable of transforming the status of artistic reality must possess a unique
worldview and intelligently achieve a metamorphosis in art. Marcel Duchamp was one
such artist whose methods and approach led to a shift in artistic reality, the effects of
which are still visible today. Duchamp produced few artworks, but within these limited
works, he rapidly traversed the avant-garde movements of his time. His works continue
to be analyzed and examined years later. Duchamp achieved this through various
components, including unconventional moves in the art world, boldness, choosing
unconventional titles, creating a suitable platform for showcasing his creativity,
migration, and distancing himself from taste, understood as the repetition of what is
already accepted. These were among the most notable components at his disposal.

He navigated the pressures of critics with intelligence. In 1912, his painting was rejected
from the Salon des Indépendants, but the following year, it was celebrated in New York.
Duchamp was also a professional chess player. From this brief research, it can be
concluded that if an artist, standing at a particular point in history and operating within
a specific artistic community, wishes to bring about a transformation in contemporary
artistic reality, they must possess certain components and use them wisely and
consciously at the right time. Marcel Duchamp was one of the most prominent artists
who not only created a metamorphosis in art during his lifetime but also initiated a new
movement in contemporary society that aligns with the characteristics of
postmodernism.

In conclusion, in today's contemporary world, for an artist to be seen, they need to
undergo a transformation in their work and engage in ancillary activities such as
managing the presentation of their works, frequent travels, and embracing the role of
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bringing themselves to the forefront. They must constantly reinvent themselves as
artists.
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