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Article Info ABSTRACT
f Clothing and textiles are two important components in the culture of the Boyer-Ahmad
Research Article nomads. The broad meanings of color in the cultural space of the nomads refer to their
Issue 59 beliefs, customs, and societal convictions. Color, as a symbol, possesses immense
Volume 22 semantic capacity that informs the audience and produces a semiotic language. The

objective of this research is to examine the use of color in the clothing and textile
culture of the Boyer-Ahmad nomads based on Yuri Lotman's semiosphere theory. This
study is applied research, conducted as descriptive-analytical research utilizing Yuri
Lotman's cultural semiotics approach. Information was gathered through library
research, fieldwork, and documentation. The statistical population of the research
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Introduction

Semiotics today has a broad application in various sciences and deals with the study of
semiotic systems and their social functions (Khosrojerdi and Mahmoudi, 1393: 2). A
sign is a meaningful unit that acts as an "indicator" referring to something other than
itself and appears in the form of images, words, sounds, actions, or objects. These signs
are inherently meaningless and only become signs when users assign meaning to them
by referring to a code (Chandler, 1387: 342).

Raman Selden considers Yuri Lotman the most prominent modern semiotician. The
main difference between Lotman and other structuralists is his emphasis on evaluation
in his analyses (Selden and Widdowson, 1384: 137). From his perspective, art is a
means of communication, and the message of an artistic work is inseparable from the
structure of its language. Lotman connects the structure of the text and thought. The
complexity of structure and information are linked. An artistic work is like a system of
nested signs embedded within each other (Tadié, 1378: 263).

Culture is not limited only to the domain of literature and arts of a society. Rather, it
encompasses all social dimensions of communities (Qarakhlu, 1382: 102). Language,
tools, religion, clothing, marriage, weaving (Amanolahi Baharvand, 1388: 140), daily
habits, lifestyle, etc., are each cultural symbols (Qarakhlu, 1382: 102). The Boyer-
Ahmad nomads possess a specific subculture including patterns, symbols, indicators,
values, beliefs, rituals, music, and poetry (Javadan, 1396: 16). Among these cultures are
their indigenous clothing and textiles. The patterns and colors of nomadic textiles reflect
the climatic conditions, beliefs, and preferences of the weavers, and they often utilize
vibrant and luminous colors (Afrasiabizadeh, 1391: 49-50-b). The indigenous clothing
of the nomads is a symbol of the cultural identity of the Lurs of Southern Zagros
(Javadan, 1397: 123). Color, as an eloquent language in nomadic culture, holds special
importance because it is a manifestation of their cultural and religious values and is
connected with profound concepts in Islamic art. In the system of cultural semiotics,
color, besides aesthetics, expresses religious and mystical values. The art of the Boyer-
Ahmad nomads, as part of Iranian culture, has been completely influenced by Islamic
art. Examining the symbolic concepts of frequently used colors in the culture and art of
the nomads can lead to a deeper understanding of their connection with Islamic art.

The research questions are posed as follows: Based on Lotman's cultural semiotics
system, what is the function of color in the clothing and textiles of the Boyer-Ahmad
nomads, and how is it explained? Do the frequently used colors in the clothing and
textiles of the nomads align with color symbols in Islamic art? The objectives of this
research are the semiotic analysis of color in the clothing and textiles of the Boyer-
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Ahmad nomads and its role in expressing cultural concepts; and the examination of
color symbolism in Islamic art and its connection with the culture of the Boyer-Ahmad
nomads.

This paper is of the applied research type, with a descriptive-analytical method and Yuri
Lotman's cultural semiotics approach, emphasizing his semiosphere theory.
Information collection is through library research, fieldwork, and documentation. The
statistical population includes the regions of Gorgu, Sardab, Kakan, Vezg, Zangava,
and Gardaneh Maleshureh. The sampling method is non-targeted and based on the
author's access during field research (Mordad 1401 to Mordad 1402).

Studying and searching various sources such as articles, books, and theses led to the
identification of important related research, which have been examined separately:

Danesh and Naghipour Makrani (1403) in the article "Symbolism of the Color Red in
Iranian-Islamic Culture and Art" state that the color red carries extensive semantic
weight and holds a special place in religious, historical, mythical, and mystical beliefs.
The color red in Iranian-Islamic thought has been a symbol of war, power, love,
martyrdom, vengeance, and even Satan. The article emphasizes that the color red,
besides its aesthetic application, carries a deep cultural weight inspired by human
experiences and nature, and has been widely used in Iranian art in paintings and cultural
symbols.

The first author (1402) in the Master's thesis "Examining the Use of Color in the Culture
and Art of the Boyer-Ahmad Nomads (Case Study: Clothing and Textiles)" examined
the use of color in the clothing and textiles of the Boyer-Ahmad nomads. Then, using
Yuri Lotman's semiotic approach, the connection of these two cultural components with
the use of color in nomadic culture was analyzed.

Tajalli (1401) in the article "Examining the Role of Colors in Different Cultures" shows
that colors have different symbols in various cultures and affect perception, identity,
and the legibility of urban spaces. Urban design should use a color palette appropriate
to the region's identity to enhance the sense of place. Color, besides its aesthetic aspect,
carries cultural and social messages that affect human interaction with the environment.

Danesh and Khazaei (1399) in the article "Symbolism of the Color Green in Iranian-
Islamic Culture and Art" analyzed the color green within the Iranian-Islamic cultural
context. The color green, besides its aesthetic role, has been examined as a cultural
element influenced by religious, historical, and social beliefs, and also holds a
prominent position in the Islamic and mystical system.
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Riahi and Abedini Rad (1390) in the article "Nomad Settlement and Cultural
Reflections" examine cultural changes before and after settlement in the nomadic towns
of Pakuh, Kalagh Neshan, and Mansoorabad in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
province. They state that the settlement of nomads has caused changes in tools, values,
and cultural beliefs; and many former cultural manifestations have faded and been
influenced by sedentary life and urban culture. The authors consider changes in lifestyle
as a factor in cultural transformation.

Taheri Boyerahmadi (1384) in the book Folk Culture of the People of Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer-Ahmad Region displays a number of his own paintings derived from the clothing,
daily activities, and tools of life of the people of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad and the
nomads of that region.

Shekari Niri (1382) in the article "The Place of Color in Iranian Islamic Culture and
Art" examines the cultural semiotics of color from the perspective of mystical
interpretations, psychological effects, and the place of color in national identity. Also,
it emphasizes the number seven in colors and its connection with Islamic architecture,
mysticism, and tilework art.

So far, no research has been conducted on the cultural semiotics of color in the clothing
and textiles of the Boyer-Ahmad nomads; whereas this subject is culturally valuable,
and this research addresses it with a new approach.

Conclusion

The results indicate that clothing and textiles, as cultural products, are depicted based
on values, needs, and natural resources, and reside within the nomadic semiosphere as
a cultural text. These components reflect the social structure, ritual system, and nomadic
way of life, conveying deeper concepts through color. Color in the clothing and textiles
of the Boyer-Ahmad nomads, beyond its aesthetic aspect, acts as a cultural and
linguistic signifier to express identity and beliefs. Based on the theoretical framework
of Yuri Lotman's semiotic sphere, color in this cultural system is not merely decorative
but part of the process of translating signs within the cultural semiosphere.

Clothing and textiles, as the core of the nomadic semiotic sphere, play a central role in
relation to cultural changes. This relationship is depicted through fashion, gender, age,
rituals, taste, and individualism, with color acting as a semantic tool in establishing and
transforming these components. Appendix 3 details instances of these and shows that
the nomadic semiotic sphere is influenced by broader cultural systems and the
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interaction between "culture" and "non-culture." This research demonstrates that color
in nomadic culture and art follows two paths:

1. The nature of nomadic society is characterized by their indigenous attire. Color
in clothing plays an identity-forming role and finds different applications
depending on various components. The most important of these components are:
celebration and joy gatherings, death and mourning, children's clothing, and
daily life. The most significant among these is celebration and joy gatherings
because most nomads appear in their indigenous clothing, and the greatest use
of color is observed.

2. In textiles, color not only helps beautify the living space but also carries social
and psychological meanings. The most important components of color
application in textiles are: floor coverings, bedspreads/coverings, bags, and
nomadic dwellings. Among these, bedspreads/coverings play the greatest role in
displaying color diversity, as they both help beautify the tent space and, like a
curtain, conceal the disorder under the beds.

The analysis of color symbolism shows that colors, besides their role in cultural
semiotics, convey spiritual and mystical concepts. Examining the connection between
color in nomadic textiles and the semiotic system of color in Islamic art reveals that
many of these colors carry shared meanings. For example, green is a balanced color, a
symbol of life, fertility, freshness, pain reduction, the stability of truth and self-
knowledge, and a sacred color in Islam. Black, the most powerful and fearsome color,
is both a sign of mourning and sorrow and an expression of spiritual and inner
revolution.

This research provides a deeper understanding of the role of color as a semiotic element
in culture and art and paves the way for further study on the connection between
indigenous and Islamic semiotic systems.
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