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Recognizing the Distinctiveness of Traditional Iranian
Houses based on Physical, Social and Cultural Components
of ldentity

Abstract

Despite the development and progress in contemporary housing, up till the present time, this issue bestows
fundamental problems and weaknesses in the society of contemporary Iran. One of the most significant
explanations for this is the disregard of the structures of Iranian residential architecture towards identity in
the previous periods, which is somehow attached to the Iranian human identity. Perhaps returning to the
basic principles of Iranian housing and recognizing and applying the correct principles of their construction
is the main solution to the complications that have plagued contemporary Iranian housing as traditional
houses in all historical times and periods have best encountered the needs of their residents and users.
Considering that one of the ways to detect the identity of the structures of traditional Iranian housing is to
study the identity related elements in their architecture. By using a descriptive-analytical method and
through the study of various library and documentary sources along with their content, this research has
been able to identify and extract indicators and sub-indicators related to such factors. The results of the
research indicate that with the correct knowledge of the elements and characteristics of the identity of the
architecture of traditional Iranian houses and their optimal and principled use in contemporary housing, the
current complications of users living in such spaces can be raised considerably. Of course, this does not
mean that these factors and elements were used in contemporary residential architecture in the same way
as in the past, nevertheless, it is compulsory to harmonize them with the innovative residential architecture.

Research aims:

1. Recognizing the identity of traditional Iranian houses.

2. Familiarity with the physical, cultural and social elements of identity in Iranian households.
Research questions:

1. What are the characteristics of traditional Iranian houses?

2. How can the pattern of traditional Iranian houses be applied in the present era?
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Introduction

Traditional Iranian architecture has always been a manifestation of indigenous-traditional patterns
throughout the history of Iran. These patterns originate from the individual and collective culture of the
individuals that were formed, developed, manifested and perfected by such people in the context of time.
Traditional Iranian architectural works, originating from the culture, spiritual and divine worldview of
Iranians have had fixed and antiquated attributes that have had different physical representations to respond
to temporal and spatial conditions. Principles that have created an architecture with a historical continuity
of three thousand years and that is successful in creating places. With the advent of modern architecture,
these fundamental and valuable principles of the past architecture of Iran lost their strong position and were
replaced by principles that have no adaptation to the identity structures of this region. This is more evident
in the architecture of residential spaces (houses). The basic belief of the research is that by referring again
to the forgotten or lost principles and values of traditional architecture, especially traditional residential
architecture, and reviving these values, the current unhealthy living conditions can be enhanced. In this
way, it is necessary to first recognize the identity-building structures of traditional Iranian houses and after
adapting and coordinating these principles with the new architecture, such features should be applied in
contemporary housing. Unfortunately, despite numerous researches to identify the components and
recognizing elements of traditional architecture, a large number of contemporary Iranian architectural
community still do not have a proper understanding of the principles of traditional architecture. Therefore,
in this article, the author intends to examine the three components of physical, social and cultural identity-
making in the architecture of traditional Iranian houses and classify the parameters associated with each
feature. To do this, the concept of physical, social and cultural identity in architecture ought to be studied
first and then such components should be searched in Iranian historical houses.

Regarding the background of the present study, it should be said that an independent work with this title
has not been written so far, however, several works have examined the elements of identity in traditional
Iranian houses. An article entitled "ldentifying Elements in the Traditional Architecture of Iranian Homes"
is a case study of the House of the Apostles in Yazd: by Bemanian et al; in this article, the authors conclude
that components of national identity such as national values and norms, myths and national symbols of
cultural and geographical heritage have been influential in traditional house architecture. In another article
entitled "Identifying elements in the traditional Iranian architecture of Iranian houses (a case study of the
House of Pride of Boroujerd) by Khomsloui and Sajjadzadeh (2013) has been written and the authors are
driven by the entry of foreign cultural elements and changes in the identity of the Iranian society has made
it necessary to recognize the elements of identity in traditional houses. In the mentioned researches, the
physical, cultural and social elements have not been directly addressed.

The research method used in this paper is descriptive-analytical and aims to identify the physical, social
and cultural identity elements of traditional Iranian houses. The research process is as follows: first, in the
theoretical part of the research, by studying library and documentary sources, comprehensive information
on topics such as identity, historical houses, architecture of traditional Iranian houses, as well as physical,
social and cultural Iranian traditional houses are presented. Then, by categorizing the obtained data and
information and analyzing their content, the parameters and physical, cultural and social factors of identity
of traditional Iranian houses are identified. In general, the process of conducting the following research is
accomplished in three stages: In the first stage, reviewing the research literature on the categories of identity,
traditional house architecture, identity-making factors of house architecture will take place. In the second
stage, classification and organization of information and data obtained and their content analysis is
considered and finally in stage three the extraction and identification of physical, social and cultural
identifiers of traditional Iranian houses is obtained.



Conclusion

In recent decades, traditional Iranian housing has not been able to withstand the urban structure, lifestyle
and new construction pattern and the opportunity to express and preserve its identity and by accelerating
population growth and migration, it has encouraged uneducated and hasty crowds, also the practice of mass
construction, and the summing up of all building motives in business, the relationship between housing
architecture and the characteristics and nuances of Iranian life was gradually severed. Therefore, in order
to reconstruct the forgotten pattern of the indigenous life of the Iranian people with changes commensurate
with today's life, it seems necessary to pay attention to housing in the past architecture of Iran. It is worth
mentioning that the re-use of the principles and rules of traditional Iranian housing in contemporary urban
housing, in the first place requires a correct and principled knowledge of all the components of the
architectural identity of such historic houses. Hence, the present study scrutinizes and recognizes the three
main components of the identity of the architecture of traditional Iranian houses, including physical, social
and cultural, and classifies the indicators and sub-indices related to each of them separately. While listing
all the parameters related to these three components, the author has provided an example of each feature in
order to determine exactly which of the proposed factors has been applied in which specific part of the
historic houses. It is hoped that by accurately and meticulously recognizing all the elements and identifying
factors of traditional Iranian houses, including social, cultural, physical, political, religious, etc., and their
adaptation to the new residential architecture, the current situation of housing in Iran will be improved and
this study will be an important and effective step.

References

Behzadfar, Mustafa (1387). "ldentity of the city (a look at the identity of the city of Tehran)", Tehran Center
for Cultural Studies, second edition, Tehran: Shahr Publishing Institute. [In Persian]

Bourdieu, Pierre. (1389). "Theory of action of practical and rational reasons”, translated by Morteza
Mardiha, Naghsh-o-Negar Publications, third edition, Iran, Tehran: Iran. [In Persian]

Pirnia, Mohammad Karim (1374). "Introduction to Islamic Architecture of Iran", Tehran: University of
Science and Technology. [In Persian]

Pirnia, Mohammad Karim (1386). "Stylistics of Iranian Architecture”, Tehran: Soroush Danesh Publishing.
[In Persian]

Pirnia, Mohammad Karim (1389). "Iranian Architecture", edited by Gholam Hossein Memarian, Tehran:
Soroush Danesh Publishing. [In Persian]

Tajik, Mohammad Reza (1384). "Narrative of non-identity and identity among Iranians”, Tehran: Farhang
Goftman Publishing. [In Persian]

Turkzadeh, song. (1377). "A New Growth in Lalehzar Garden", Master Thesis in Architecture, Tehran:
Shahid Beheshti University. [In Persian]

Tavassoli, Mahmoud (1367). "Rules and Criteria of Urban Space Design", Tehran: Iran Urban Planning
and Architecture Studies and Research Center. [In Persian]

Jenkins, Richard. (1381). "Social Identity", translated by Touraj Yarahmadi, Tehran: Shirazeh Publishing.
[In Persian]

Haeri Mazandarani, Mohammad Reza (1387). "Home, Culture, Nature”, Tehran: Urban Planning and
Architecture Studies and Research Center. [In Persian]



Habibi, Amin; Iranpour, Lily. (1393). "Identity; Culture; Iranian House (re-reading the cultural components
of housing)", the ninth symposium on advances in science and technology in Mashhad. [In Persian]

Ghasemi Esfahani, Morvarid. (1383). "Where | am from, an identity to residential contexts", first edition,
Tehran: Rozaneh Publications. [In Persian]

Hard victim, Pourmand; Yazdanpour, Anahita. (1392). "Research on the Interaction of Housing
Architecture on Culture and Identity in Iranian Society", Conference on Architecture and Urban Planning
and Sustainable Development with a focus on indigenous architecture to sustainable cities, Mashhad:
Khavaran Higher Education Institute. [In Persian]

Giddens, Anthony. (1378). "Sociology", translated by Manouchehr Sabouri, Tehran: Ney Publishing. [In
Persian]

Giddens, Anthony. (1379). "Fundamental Theories of Sociology", Tehran: Ney Publishing. [In Persian]

Marshall, John. (1381). "Motivation and Excitement", translated by Yahya Seyed Mohammadi, Tehran: [In
Persian]

Muharram, Tawhid. (1383). "Our Iranian-Islamic Identity in Iranian ldentity", Tehran: Jihad University
Research Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences. [In Persian]

Cooper, Claire. (1379). "Home as a symbol of self", from the book Philosophical and psychological
foundations of space perception, translated by Arash Arbab Jolfaei, Isfahan: Khak Publishing [In Persian].

Architects, Gholam Hossein (1387). "Iranian Architecture”, Tehran: Soroush Danesh Publications. [In
Persian]

Nolan, Patrick; Gerhard, Lansky. (1380). "Introduction to Macro Sociology", translated by Nasser
Mofaghian, Tehran: Ney Publishing. [In Persian]

Articles:

Akbarian, Reza (1386). "Relations between religion and philosophy in the Islamic world", Publishing
Organization of the Institute of Islamic Culture and Thought, pp. 540-541. [In Persian]

Akrami, Gholamreza; Zare, Faezeh. (1392). "Designing a house in the traditional urban context (Case study:
Design in the traditional context of Qom)", Journal of Fine Arts - Architecture and Urban Planning, VVolume
18, Number 2, pp. 68-55. [In Persian]

Bemanian, Mohammad Reza; Gholami Rustam, Nasim and Rahmatpanah, Jannat. (1389). "ldentifying
Elements in the Traditional Architecture of Iranian Homes (Case Study: Rasoulian House in Yazd)", Bi-
Quarterly Journal of Islamic Art Studies, No. 13, pp. 55-68. [In Persian]

Pakzad, Jahanshah. (1375). "Identity and this identity with space”, Sefeh Magazine, Faculty of Architecture
and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti Faculty, Tehran, No. 21 and 22. [In Persian]

Javadi, Mahsa; Budagh, Mehrnaz and Makani, Vida. (1394). "Introduction to the concept of identity of
man-made environment by the components of place, space and body", Quarterly Journal of Urban
Management, No. 41, pp. 149-160. [In Persian]

Hojjat, Isa. (1384). "Humanizing Identity, Identifying Man", Journal of Fine Arts (University of Tehran),
No. 24. [In Persian]



Hosseinzadeh, Abbas et al. (1392). "Identity of Culture and Tradition - A Model for Developing Spatial
Belonging to Iranian Homes", National Conference on Architecture, Urban Planning and Sustainable
Development with a focus on indigenous architecture to sustainable cities, Mashhad, Khavaran Institute of
Higher Education. [In Persian]

Hosseinzadeh Moghaddam, Akbar Ali; Shahram, Sattarifard. (2015). "ldentifying elements in the
traditional architecture of Iranian houses (case study: Sadeghieh House in Ardabil)", Tehran: International
Conference on New Studies in Civil Engineering, Architecture and Urban Planning. [In Persian]

Raygani, Nasser. (1390). "The Body and Creation of Space”, a blog of architecture and civil engineering
articles, available at www.bastam.blogsky.com. [In Persian]

Osanloo, Hassan (1391). "Recognition of the concept of physical identity and the interaction of old and
new architecture in organizing the historical neighborhood of Jolfa, Isfahan", Iranian Islamic City Studies
Quarterly, No. 10, pp. 95-85. [In Persian]

Zarei, Neda; Ahmadi, Leila and Fooladi, Vahdaneh. (1394). "Study of the evolution of traditional houses
from introverted in the Qajar period to extroverted in the Pahlavi period in Shiraz", the first scientific
research congress of new horizons in the field of civil engineering, architecture, culture and urban
management of Iran, Association for Development and Promotion of Science and Technology fundamental.
[In Persian]

Sadeghzadeh, Nima; Eidivandi, Milad. (1394). "Study of spatial patterns in traditional Iranian houses with
the aim of recognizing collective identity”, National Conference on Identity-oriented Architecture and
Urbanism, electronically, International Institute of Architecture, Mehrazshahr Urban Planning. [In Persian]

Saremi, Ali Akbar. (1385). "Unfinished Modernity in Iranian Architecture”, Architect Magazine, No. 36.
[In Persian]

Zarghami, Ismail; Sadat, Seyed Ashraf. (1395). "A Comparative Study of the Characteristics of Iranian-
Islamic Housing with Today's Apartment Housing", Naghsh Jahan Quarterly, No. 2-6, pp. 82-60. [In
Persian]

Abbaszadegan, Mustafa. (1385). "Creating a sense of citizenship according to the social psychological
needs in new cities", a collection of articles on the identity of new cities. [In Persian]

Abbasi, Kazem (1383). "Social identity and the factors affecting it among the educational staff of Tabriz",
Supervisor: Mohammad Hariri Akbari, Consultant: Nematullah Taghavi, Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Tabriz: University of Tabriz. [In Persian]

Askari, Mojtaba (1395). Contemporary Housing and Traditional Schemas, 16th Conference on Housing
Development Policies in Iran, Faculty of Economics, University of Tehran. [In Persian]

Kamyar, Sajjad. (1393). "The relationship between human perceptual aspects With Identifying Factors in
Architecture ", Quarterly Journal of Housing and Rural Environment, No. 146 . [In Persian]

Mirsajadi, Sidamir; Farkish, Hero. (1395). "Evaluation of Patterns and Recognition of Influential Physical
Factors in the Architecture of Neishabour Historical Houses in order to Achieve Design Solutions and
Patterns of Housing Construction in Traditional Residential Context", Quarterly Journal of Islamic
Architecture Research, No. 13, pp. 72-92. [In Persian]


http://www.bastam.blogsky.com/

Mir Mugtada'i, Mehta. (1383). "Criteria for recognizing the physical identity of cities", Journal of Fine Arts,
No. 19, pp. 32-35. [In Persian]

Silver worker, Abdul Hamid; Hamzehnejad, Mehdi and Dehghani Tafti, Mohsen. (2010), "Study of the
effect of environment on behavior and ethics from the perspective of Islamic thinkers and its results in
designing the environment", Armanshahr Quarterly, No. 5, pp. 96-79. [In Persian]

Nagizadeh, Mohammad. (1381). "The Impact of Architecture and the City on Cultural Values", Journal of
Fine Arts, No. 11, pp. 76-62. [In Persian]

Weiss, Salahuddin. (2006), "Architecture, Human and Local Identity", Zaribar, Year 10, No. 60, pp. 235 -
248. [In Persian]

Hall, Stewart. (2003), "Encryption and decryption”, translated by Nima Malekmehdi, first edition, (Mahsa
Taye, 1389, in the pursuit of identity, Peyman newspaper website). [In Persian]

Hedayat, Azam; Tabaian, Seyedeh Marzieh. (1391). "Study of the forming elements and the reasons for
their existence in the houses of the historical context of Bushehr”, Shahr and Indigenous Architecture, No.
3. [In Persian]

Alexander, Ch. (Y4Y4). “The timeless way of building”, oxford university press, New York.

Basiago, A. (1 2449). “Economic social and environmental sustainability in development theory and urban
planning practice”, The Environmentalist, 2: 145-161.

Ennaji, M. (Y++°). “Cultural Identity, and Education in Morocco”, Springer Science & Business Media,
pp.19-23.

Hoon Hwang, J. (Y34¢). “The reciprocity between architectural typology and urban morphology”,
university of Pennsylvania.

Logan & Harvey, M. () AY). “Urban Fortunes: The political Economy of Place”, Y " Anniversary Edition,
Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California Press.

Rapaport, A. (1414). “House Form and Culture”, Prentice Hall.

Rapaport, A. (Y +°). “Culture, Architecture, and Design”, Locke science publishing company, Inc.



