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A Visual Manifestation of Political and Social Events of the Second

*

to Fourth centuries AH on Historical Buildings

(from the Perspective of the Travelogues of Ibn Fazlan and Ibn Batuta)
Abstract

Travelogues are one of the most imperative writings that illuminate our understanding of the world
around us and the events of the past. Writing this type of work has been common since ancient
times. After the advent of Islam and as a result of encouraging religious teachings to travel with
religious, scientific, and political motives, the writing of travelogues increased. The written
travelogues are the result of the travel writer's personal observations and perceptions of the world
around him and what has been seen and heard. In the first centuries of Islam, we see the emergence
of many travel writers whose works today is one of the important sources for accurate knowledge
of the temporal and spatial developments of their period. Ibn Fadhlan and Ibn Battuta were also
among these travel writers whose study of works is a mirror for awareness of political and social
developments. The present research is accomplished by descriptive and analytical methods and by
relying on the data of library resources. The present study attempts to examine these two
travelogues with a comparative perspective based on anthropological issues. Findings of the
research indicate that one of the most significant themes in these two travelogues is the political

and social events of the second to fourth centuries AH and its manifestation in historical buildings.
Research aims:

V. Recognition of the general lines of political and social developments of the second to fourth

centuries AH, the contents of the travelogues of Ibn Fazlan and Ibn Battuta.

Y. Perception of the visual manifestation of political and social events of the second to fourth

centuries AH in historical buildings based on the travelogues of I1bn Fazlan and Ibn Batuta.



Research questions:

V. What is the reflection of the political and social developments of the second to the fourth AH in

the travelogue of Ibn Fazlan and Ibn Batuta?

Y. What is the manifestation of political and social developments of the second to fourth centuries

AH on historical buildings?

Keywords: Ibn Fazlan, Ibn Batuta, historical study, historical monuments.

Introduction

One of the most significant legacies of the past is the writings of travel writers who have tried to
leave a vivid picture of the world they have encountered in the form of travelogues for the future.
In this way, travel writing deals with events and happenings in which the narrator and the observer
attempt to convey their perception of the areas they have entered or heard about. Such writings
have been prevalent in the history of mankind for a long time, and with the advent of Islam and
the encouragement of Muslims to travel around the world, such writings increased. The main
purpose of these writings was to propagate Islam. Among these travelogues that are very important
in the history of Islam are the travelogue of Ibn Fadhlan, the ambassador sent by the Caliph, and
the travelogue of Ibn Battuta. The present study is a comparative study of the two mentioned
travelogues, which seeks to express the similarities and differences between the two with a
comparative view as one of the most important parts of a comparative study is to examine the
similarities and differences between the two subjects. The treatises of Ibn Fadhlan and Ibn Battuta
are of great importance in this regard, as they have both encountered and described people of the

same lineage over a period of several hundred years.

A review of the research background shows that many studies have been accomplished regarding
the travelogue of Ibn Fazlan and Ibn Battuta, including the writings of Mirza Mohammad Khan
Bahador () 4Y°) about the travelogue of Ibn Battuta, Dupoygudo translated by Gholamreza Samiei,
Saghafi (Y%%1), Rudgar (Y34V), Zakavati Qaragazloo (Y1%A), Nasib (Y++Y) who has an

anthropological view of Ibn Battuta's work, Hashemi (Y« « £) who criticizes the writing style of 1bn



Fazlan's treatise and the research studies of Homayoun (Y++71). Due to the importance of this
travelogue in discussing the history of Central Asia, the Caspian and Slavic peoples, Hassan Habibi
(Y++71)and Gravand (Y« + A) in their undergraduate dissertation discuss travel writing and travelers.
In his work, he has studied the works of 1bn Fadhlan, Ibn Jubayr and Ibn Battuta as a case study
and has attempted to make a comparative study of these travelogues. In the mentioned works, the
visual manifestation of political and social events of the second to fourth centuries AH on historical

buildings has not been dealt with.
Conclusion

A comparative study of the travelogues of Ibn Fadhlan and Ibn Battuta displayed that despite the
historical dimension of the two travelogues in terms of time, the regions to which they traveled did
not differ much in substance over several centuries. Economically, socially, culturally and
demographically, both have confirmed common ground that underlies our understanding of the
people of the Russian and Bulgarian regions. Ibn Fadhlan was more than a travel writer, he was
the ambassador of the caliph's court with a delegation sent to the Bulgarians. The description of
this journey must have been either for the caliph himself or for the policy-making apparatus of the
caliphate. 1bn Battuta's travelogue was also spelled out at the request of the Tunisian Amir, and is
therefore the basis for both political-religious writings. In the works of both authors, useful
information about the historical geography of the Islamic world is expressed. On the other hand,
they have studied the situation and social and cultural structures of the tribes in the second to fourth
centuries AH and from the works of these two can be useful information about the religious, social
and cultural beliefs of the tribes in this historical period. acquired. The study of political and social
developments in the mirror of these travelogues plays an important role in achieving an accurate
view of the developments of this period. Where political and social stability and the spread of
religion in the shadow of governments such as the Samanids and Seljuks has led to the construction
of mosques in the region of Transoxiana and Khorasan. On the other hand, this political stability

has paved the way for the construction of numerous ties in this historical period.
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