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Religious assemblies are urban institutions and can be clearly distinguished from

ReSenfIpATIIlg mourning processions formed in villages during periods of grief. These assemblies

Issue 54 have distinct connections with other urban institutions, including the system of familial
Volume 21 relations in Iranian cities, the bazaar, the clergy, and guilds, and function as a form of
Page 660 to 684 organization within the cultural institution. Researchers believe that the objectives and

aspirations pursued by people through these assemblies, in their specific and original

form, can be traced back to ancient Iranian religious and mythological ceremonies,
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A.ssembhes, indicating a direct relationship between individuals’ participation in mourning
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Introduction

In lexicology, hey at (assembly) refers to the form, structure, or outward appearance of
anything or anyone, while in terminology, it denotes a group of individuals with a
shared and specific objective. In the contemporary culture of Iranian Shiites, the term
refers to a popular, non-profit organization or association established under a specific
name by a group of individuals connected through occupation, family, residence, etc.,
with the aim of religious activity, propagation, and organizing religious gatherings
(Mazaheri, 2016: 523). Vaseghi argues that "religious assemblies" are relatively small,
non-governmental, informal, and loosely organized groups composed of devout and
motivated volunteers from various ages and professions, formed under the direct
supervision and guidance of a cleric for teaching Islamic knowledge and disciplining
according to Islamic ethics (Shiroudi, 2016: 21). One of the venues for mourning rituals
is the Tekyeh. The term Tekyeh derives from eteka (reliance) and the root vaka, meaning
to lean back on something or to trust. From the Safavid period onward—especially
during the Qajar era—the concept of Tekyeh became closely associated with
Hosseiniyeh, acquiring a similar function (Mazaheri, 2016: 136-137).

In Iran’s Shiite society, a specific type of group organization and religious gathering
formed around mourning rituals is referred to as a "religious assembly." Based on Victor
Turner’s theory of liminality and communitas, assemblies function as religious
communities of the faithful (Rahmani, 2011). "Communitas" emerges where existing
social structures are absent. It is a metaphorical concept defined by a group’s
relationships, beliefs, ideologies, and spontaneous or existing events and experiences.
If we consider Javanmardan (chivalrous figures) as a "communitas" in Turner’s terms,
it becomes clearer why these anti-structural formations have persisted in Iranian social
life from ancient times to the present. These morally driven communities, most
prevalent during crises, provided security for people and defended them against the
injustices of chaotic periods (Rahmani, 2018: 41-43). Rahmani’s comparative
perspective on the public sphere of religious assemblies and assembly communities
suggests that assembly communities among urban lower classes exhibit more
communitas-like characteristics than upper classes, with members of these assemblies
emphasizing this condition more strongly. They perceive greater sincerity in lower-
class and working-class assemblies compared to those of the upper class (Rahmani,
2001).

One function of collective ritual gatherings is the creation and reproduction of social
solidarity. "Rituals" express societal unity, functioning to recreate society or social
order by reaffirming and empowering sentiments that reinforce social cohesion. On one
hand, members of society gather to revive a sense of belonging, increasing commitment
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to collective goals and group influence. On the other hand, bonds between individuals
are strengthened through shared history and identity, ensuring solidarity endures over
time. Rituals recall the past, preserving group identity by resisting changes in self-
perception, representing it to ancestors, and cementing it in individuals’ minds, thereby
guaranteeing communal unity and identity (Shariati & Soroushfar, 2016).

To understand the preconditions of assemblies, it seemed necessary to examine their
lifeworld. The "lifeworld," as a key element of "communicative action," is the medium
through which such action is realized across three worlds: nature, society, and self. At
the level of interpersonal or group social interaction, the lifeworld is discussed through
speech-acts in communicative action. In some cases, the lifeworld serves as the
background of applied knowledge. At other times, the term is used as a normative
perspective in contrast to ontological discussions (Shafiei, 2005). Given these
considerations, the researcher seeks to answer: What role do religious assemblies play
in the lifeworld of Iranians?

Satari (2008) traces the presence of mourning symbols of Siavash in the black-garbed
Abu Muslim and the black-clad movement he led, which brought the Abbasids to
power, as well as in Iranian folk culture, the rituals of nakhl-bandani and *nakhl-

Conclusion

Religious assemblies have a long history. Through the tradition of mourning, Shia
Muslims reproduce their spiritual history and reinforce their identity’s connection to it.
In fact, by acknowledging a significant event from the past, the "present" for the
religious community extends and connects to the past, and its broad influence even
continues into the future (Khoshkajan, 2017, p. 189). On one hand, religious assemblies
hold deep acceptance in the hearts and minds of the Iranian people, and on the other,
they benefit from the comprehensive support of the Islamic Republic. The primary
reason for this support is the sacred atmosphere shaped by the nature of Iran’s religious
movement during the era of the Islamic Republic (Shiroudi, 2016, p. 10). According to
Riviere, the most important function of religious rituals is the presence of a kind of
"otherness." The space of mourning rituals encompasses several key issues:

1. All mourning rituals and Muharram ceremonies are influenced by the sacred and
transcendental (God, the Imams, etc.). In every behavioral aspect of participants
in mourning rituals, a sacred presence can be observed—this space is both
meaningful and defined by physical movements. In this context, Arthur Douglas
argues that the social body constrains the way the physical body is perceived.
What emerges from the interaction between the social body and the physical
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body is expressed through the body as a limited medium. The content of these
assemblies consists of specific emotions, sorrow, and affect that give unique
meaning to movements, speech, symbols, and everything present in these rituals
(mourning ceremonies). Within the symbolic space of these assemblies, the act
of petitioning (hajat-khaht) embodies the concept of seeking divine favor. As
Shariati (1999) states: "In the lives of our masses, everyone laments the tragedy
of Karbala, and on Ashura, with bleeding hearts, they reclaim their lost rights
vear after year" (Rahmani, pp. 233-238).

Ritualization is employed not only by established powers but also by groups
marginalized from formal authority. Official culture utilizes the symbolic power
embedded in rituals—whether reinforced rituals (like Friday prayers) or newly
established ones (like the Jashn-e Taklif, a coming-of-age ceremony)—to present "a
model of" and "a model for" understanding the liminal world. In contrast, the people,
not as a fixed sociological category but as an undefined, active collective phenomenon,
create popular culture by appropriating and interpreting cultural elements according to
their preferences, effectively becoming its readers, signifiers, and interpreters (Giviyan,
2006).

In this study, we examined the relationship between individuals' participation in
mourning ceremonies and their /ifeworld using a mixed-methods approach (qualitative
and quantitative). The results showed that participation in mourning assemblies
correlates positively, significantly, and relatively strongly with adherence to Islam
among eulogists of the Ahl al-Bayt. This indicates that those who participate in religious
ceremonies focus most on the dimension of Islam in their lifeworld, particularly Shia
devotion, and strive to elevate this aspect to the highest level of their existential
dimensions. These individuals participate in religious assemblies to preserve the
lifestyle of the Imams and the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), passing it down through generations.
Additionally, participation in mourning assemblies correlates positively, significantly,
and moderately with Iranian traditions among eulogists of the Ahl al-Bayt. This
suggests that the more religious and involved in assemblies individuals are, the more
traditional and inclined toward Iranian-religious traditions they become, with their
lifestyles reflecting more traditional aspects. Traditional individuals organize
ceremonies based on their traditional lifeworld and express their beliefs through
performances like Ta'ziyeh (passion plays).

Meanwhile, some modernized mourning groups have distinguished their mourning
styles, bringing with them a modern lifeworld. Consequently, this study found that
participation in mourning assemblies correlates positively but weakly with modernity
among eulogists of the Ahl al-Bayt, indicating that religious and assembly-oriented
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individuals tend to favor tradition and incorporate fewer modern elements into their
lifestyles, generally adhering less to modern norms.

Like all research, this study faced several limitations, the most significant being
individuals' biased views on religion, religious beliefs, and sectarian affiliations, which
hindered cooperation in responding to the researcher’s questions. Given these issues, it
is recommended that future researchers conduct further studies in this field, comparing
different religions and sects to gain a deeper understanding of the lifestyles and religious
ceremonies of other faiths.
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