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Iconographic analysis on the archetypal trilogy with an emphasis
on the motif of tree in Persian carpet

Abstract:

Drawings of the art background in the form of ancient symbolic elements from pre-historic to today are
abstracted, Simplified and naturalistic, with goals such as magic, amulet, decoration, allegory, life
experience, narrative, and so on. The archetypal trilogy is also one of these original and symbolic
elements that in the Iranian art, during the time and the periods of government, politics and religion,
preserved its own cosmic form and moved from generation to generation, as well as the intercourse of
relatives. The constituent elements of the triple are the plant (tree or flower), human and (animals and
birds).A motif in the center and two motives are symmetrical on both sides of the central motif. The
tree is considered as a variable role in two ways in these triples:

1- First, as a central role, we introduce three trees in two homosexual and non-homogeneous forms. The
tree and man, the tree and the animal, the tree and the scrolls, the tree, the pillar and the sanctuary are
examined. 2- Tree as a companion role with other elements.

The important point is how the evolution of the Trilogy from the space of the sanctity of the decorative
space that has been preserved in different ways and is still in the realm of contemporary Iranian art.
The research seeks to answer this question, what is the reason for the ancient application of the triple
pattern from the past to today in the life of the people, and what evolution has occurred in terms of
content and form with emphasis on the role of the tree?

The research concludes that the trace of symbolism and holiness in the drawing of ideas on the
background of the artwork is evident, despite its adornment, in fact a kind of attachment of the artist
and the audience, which is the same institutional sense of aesthetics in human mind. A remarkable point
in these triples is their gender, some of which have a central role as female, and synchronized motifs
are male, and some also suggest the opposite. The present research is a basic research and It focuses on
the iconographic approach to the analysis and the triples with tree motif challenge in Iranian carpet.

Keywords. Iranian (persian) carpet, Triple archetype, iconography, tree
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