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When Submitting an ISC Paper, All Authors

and Researchers Should Consider
the Following Regulations:

A. General Regulations for Paper Acceptance
1-The Bi-annual of Islamic Art Studies will ac-
cept papers in only in the field of Islamic art and
architecture including Islamic art researches,
manuscript decorations, traditional arts, Islamic
architecture and handicrafts)

2- Papers should not be published elsewhere or
simultaneously be under acceptance or publica-
tion in other journals.

3-The letter of acceptance will only be granted
to those papers who have fully undergone the
review and correction process (This process will
take at least one month).

4-The language of the journal is Persian; howev-
er, English papers are also considered.

S- Papers should be maximum 20 pages incluPa-
pers should have a cover page, title page, English
and Persian abstracts (200-250 words max.), in-
troduction, main piece, conclusion, references,
list of tables, graphs, illustrations.

7- Papers are to be based on research accom-
plished entirely by author/s.

8- Translated articles are not accepted.
9-Additional information and English equivalents
should be mentioned separately in the footnote of
each page.

10-50% of the references should be based on
non-Persian sources.

11-For the initial reviewing, articles should be
sent via the following methods:

-A complete typed and printed manuscript
with in-text images along with a DVD or CD in
WORD format with high quality images of the
paper should either be posted to the Bi-annual’s
office or be presented by the author in person.
-A complete typed and printed manuscript with
in-text images with appropriate image quality
should be emailed to jislamicart@yahoo.com
(if images cannot be attached a supplement CD
or DVD containing the images should be posted)

12-Papers should be submitted on A4 paper with
1.15 spacing using a 12 Times New Roman font
typed in Microsoft Word 2013 onwards along
with appropriate layout and in-text images. Images
on the DVD or CD should be at least 300dpi in
the TIFF format.

B. Regulations for Paper Publication

1-Before submission, the paper should be initially
checked by the author for structure, punctuation
and reliability of the content. If not, the paper will
not be accepted for initial review.

2- Only those papers that have received initial ac-
ceptance from the editorial board will be end to
the reviewers.

3- After the approval of the editors, papers will
be refereed by three specialized experts in related
fields.

4- After publication, two copies of the journal are
granted to author/s

5- Authors are responsible for the scientific and
technical authenticity of their papers.

6- Papers that have been extracted from a
M.A. thesis or PhD dissertation should in-
clude full names and titles of supervisors,
guidance professors and the student. It is also
noteworthy to mention that the paper is pub-
lished under the responsibility of the supervisor.
7- The Bi-annual is free is accepting, denying and
editing parts of any received paper and submitted
papers are not retuned.

8- Declined papers will be kept in the Bi-annual’s
archive for three months with no further obliga-
tion.

C. Submitted Papers should have the following
sections:

First page:

The full title of the papers in English and Persian
Names of the author or authors in English and
Persian

Academic Status of each author, place of occupa-
tion in academic institutes or name of university
Full address, telephone, fax and email address of
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the corresponding author

If the paper is extracted from a thesis/dissertation or sponsored by an organization the
name of the thesis, supervisor, university or organization should be mentioned.

Second page:

Full title of the paper

Abstract: including statement of problem, justification of study, gools,

research questions and the findings.

English abstracts (maximum 250 words) should be translated according to English lan-
guage standards within an academic level.

Keywords

Other pages:

Introduction

Main body

Conclusion

List of tables/graphs/illustrations with citations

References (alphabetical order): including persian and foreign resourses.

Reference writing:

The APA 6th format is used in citing sources.

In-text citation should be used in all parts of the text in which a direct or indirect citation
is used.

Reference section:

The reference section should be organized according to the APA style and classified
into book, journal papers, foreign resources, and internet references. Also all Per-
sian resources should be translated into English according the APA citation method.

For Journals, magazines, newspapers

in print format:

General form: Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of paper, Title of
Journal, xx, xxx-xxx

Example: Williams, J. H. (2008). Employee Engagement: Improving participation in safe-
ty. Professional Safety, 53(12), 40- 45

For Books, Chapters in books, reports, etc:
General form: Author, A. A., (Year). Title of the work. Location: Publisher
Example: Alexie, S. (1992). The business of art: Stories and art. Brooklyn. NY: Hang
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A Comparative Study on the Mugarnas Artworks of Iran with other Islamic Nations
in Regard to the Genette Intertextuality System

This paper is extracted from a PhD dissertation with a similar title (The Influence of Shi’ah
Thoughts on the Illustrated Book of Omens of the Safavid Era) from Al Zahra University, 1393

-Farzaneh Soleimani Neysiani, PhD candidate of art research in Shahed University

-Habib-ol-lah Ayatolahi, Associate professor at Shahed University

-Mojtaba Ansari, Associate professor in architecture, Tarbiat Modares University
-Mohammadreza Bemanian, Professor at Shahed University

-Mehdi Purrezaian, Assistant professor at Shahed University

Abstract

In this paper it is sought to introduce the concepts and characteristics of muqarans artworks of Iran
and a number of mugqarans art pieces from other Islamic countries. Muqarnas artworks of Iran include:
Jami mosque of Qom, Imamzadeh Imam Isfahan Doorway, Khangah of Sheikh Abdulsamad Esfahani,
Natanz, The mausoleum of Bayyazid Bastami Shahrood, the Masudieh mansion of Tehran, Aghabozorg
Kashan School, Imamzadeh Babaqasem and the Sheikh al Islam house of Isfahan. Furthermore, the well-
known muqarans works of other Islamic countries include: Abdulaziz Khan School in Bokhara, Gur
Amir in Samarqand, Sister’s hall in Spain and Mugqarans building in Turkey. Therefore, according to the
theoretical principals of intertextuality and the use of a descriptive and comparative methodology, the
data of this paper were deliberated upon and investigated. The comparison is carried out via “genette”
method and is carried out via library and documentation research and seeks to study the similarities and
dissimilarities between Iran and Turkey, Uzbekistan and Spain.

The findings of the study suggest that the form and space of mugqarnas apart from their geometrical
features consist of various motifs including herbal, geometric, animal, human and inscriptional. The vari-
ation among the mentioned motifs is mostly due to social concepts derived from a cultural and artistic
atmosphere of different historical stages and the progression of the basic materials used. The muqarans
designs at times included or exclude motifs; however, major changes are not seen since their geometrical
overall feature is fixed and is conveyed from century to century.

Aims of the research:

1- To recognize and introduce the features and characteristics of visual and geometrical aspcets of the
mugqarnas artworks.

2- To compare and contrast the muqarans artwork of Iran with other Islamic nations.

Research questions:

1- How can the mugqarnas artworks be compared and contrasted from a visual and geometrical perspec-
tive?

2- How are the muqarnas artworks of Iran and other Islamic countries related?

Keywords: muqarans, artwork, Iranian-Islamic architecture, comparative research, intertextuality.
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A Critical Approach: Criticism of Research and Reading
Methods in Islamic Art Studies

-Sadeq Rashidi, PhD Candidate of Art Studies, Shahed University, Tehran,

-Mehdi Poor-Rezaian, Assistant Professor, Shahed University, Tehran

-Ali Asqar Shirazi, Assistant Professor, Shahed University, Tehran

-Mahnaz Shayestehfar, Associate Professor of Islamic Art, Tarbiat Modares University.
Tehran

-Gholam Ali Hatam, Professor at University of Art, Tehran

Abstract

This paper aims to study and review the main approaches to Islamic art studies and strives to present
a new theory in this field of study. Hence, a critical and descriptive methodology has been followed
equipped with library and documentation research. In this paper, features contributing to the margin-
alization of concepts such as power, art, culture and ideologies of meaning are criticized in art studies
of Islamic periods. Accordingly, the methods theorized as the outcome of the research and analysis of
texts written by the authors of this paper, the method of theosophical- Imaginary readings are critically
analyzed.

The findings of this research imply that the common approach in the study of Islamic art studies in the
domain of subjective analysis, descriptive and interpretative research methods consist of introspective
features that have subsided from hidden and effective discourses in explaining the cultural meaning of Is-
lamic art from outside the circle of this specific research field and fail to have a strong scientific method-
ology. Hence, Para Islamic Art discourse theory and also the new classification methodological research
approaches for studying Islamic art are among the other outcomes of this research paper.

Aims of the research:

1- To explain methodological weaknesses and complications regarding reading traditionalists practices
of Islamic art.

2- To introduce features of the Para Islamic art discourse theory.

Research questions:

1-What are the significant methods and approaches applied in Islamic art research studies?

2-What factors arise due to the contradictions and problems traditionalists approach in the theoretical
approaches in Islamic art studies?

Keywords: art, culture, Para Islamic, methodology, discourse, power.
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Geometrical Principals in the White Background
Rugs of Western Anatolia

-Zahra Fanaee, Assistant professor of Islamic Azad University, Najaf Abad Branch,

-Seyed Ali Mojabi, Assistant professor of Art University, Tehran

Abstract

The white background rugs of western Anatolia are classified into two groups of: Selendi and Transyl-
vania. The Selendi rugs were initially created in a small city by the same name to be used in public bath-
houses and consist of three designs of: Scorpion, Bird and Chintamani. It appears that the bird design
is an abridged pattern of rose flowers and palm leaves taken from Chinese clouds; furthermore, they
acquire dome-like borders, gothic or floral patterns and have a variety of colors compared to the Chin-
tamani design. Scorpion designs with floral borders are created in smaller numbers and in maximum
of seven colors. The general characteristics of Transylvania rugs is the presence of a one or two-sided
mihrab design and a wide border with inscriptional patterns. These rugs are classified into four categories
of “single mihrabs”, “two-sided mihrabs”, “simple insoles” and “column-based mihrabs”. Furthermore, as
compared to Selendi rugs, they have a tighter weave and more rows. This paper is conducted via a de-
scriptive and analytic method and the results show that in the mentioned rugs there is not much density
of the patterns in the borders and inscriptions, also, golden proportions are more significant in the gen-
eral outlook. Moreover, vertical guidelines in the inscriptions of the rug are lesser seen than lateral guide
lines that cross the vertical lines.

Aims of the research:

1- To recognize and categorize white background Anatolian rugs.

2- To study and scrutinize the categorization of the rugs.

Research questions:

1- What are the designs, colors and patterns of white background Anatolian rugs?

2- How can geometrical principals be applied to the white background Anatolian rugs?
Keywords: Anatolia, Selendi rugs, Transylvania rugs, categorization.
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Abstract

Iranian artists throughout the history have endeavored to express the complex concepts of religious,
political, military and cultural features in the simplest forms of plant, animal, human and text lines in ad-
dition to various ornamental elements. One of the outstanding and little-known motifs in the decorative
arts of Iran are birds of prey that hunt various creatures such as lions, leopards, deer, ram, fish and birds.
The use of this theme initiated from Sumerian civilizations and has continued until the Safavid era.

In the pre-Islamic civilizations, predator birds were drawn with a figure of an eagle and the head of a lion,
eagle and griffin and became a symbol of religious, military or political power of the rulers of the Sumer-
ian, Elamite, Achaemenid, Parthian and Sassanid monarchies. By the acceptance of Islam by Iranians, the
use of such ancient motifs continued and became more popular; however, during the Safavid era minor
changes were applied such as the use of eagles, peacock and simorgh designs.

In this paper, it is initially attempted to introduce the various types of birds of prey in different historical
periods, in addition to the evolution and development of the symbolic concepts related to each creature.
The research methodology of this paper follows a descriptive and historical method and data is collected
via library and documentation methods. By classifying each symbol in terms of appearance and concept
it is known that the use of such symbolic creatures was to convey the religious, political and military
power of the rulers of Iran throughout its golden history from the Sumerian civilization until the Safavid
era.

Aims of the research:

1- To classify the evolutional process of various types of predator birds, in the visual arts of Iran from the
pre-Islamic until the Safavid era.

2- To understand the concept and symbolic functions of predator birds in various historical periods.
Research questions:

1-How are the birds of prey depicted in various historical periods of Islamic art?

2-Why are the use of symbolic birds of prey used extensively during the Safavid era?

Keywords: Hanidcrafts, birds of prey, Safavid era, Sumerians, symbol, motif.

References

-Akbarzadeh, D. (1391). The glorious art of Iran. Tehran: National museum of Iran

-Berinstain, V,, Day, S. (1996). Grat carpets of the world. Italy: The Vendome Press.

-Blair, S. & Bloom, J. (1385). Islamic art and architecture. (trans: Ardeshir Eshraqi). Tehran: Surush

-Black, J. & Green, A. (1383). The dictionary of Gods, symbols of Mesopotamia (trans: Peyman Matin). Tehran: Amirkabir
-Bosayli, M. & Umberto, S. (1376). The art of Partian and Sassanid. (trans: Yagub Ajand). Tehran: Mula

-Cambridge University. (1380). The History of Iran during the Safavid era. (trans: Yaghub Ajand). Tehran: Jami



Spring - Summer 2015-2016/ Vol.11/ No 22

141

Semi Annual of Islamic Art Studies

The Evolution and Development of Predator Bird Design in the Handicrafts and Architectural

Decoration of Iran

(From The Sumerian Civilization until the Safavid Era)

-Hossien Kamandlou, Seyyed Abu-Torab Ahmad Panah

-Cooper, J. S. (1377). Picture encyclopedia of traditional
symbols. (trans: Malihe Karbasian). Tehran: Farshad
-Faridini, N. (1373). Iran: Tehran: Farhangsara press
-Farbod, F. & Fathi, L. (1388). The evolution of the bird mo-
tif and mythological creatures in the textiles of Buiids and
Seljuk. Quarterly of Negare, 4(12), (pp.41-52).

-Ferdish, Z. & Bruno, S. (1385). Ardebil: tomb of Sheikh Safi
(trans: Sedighe Khansari Musavi). Tehran: Farhangestan Ho-
nar

-Ferno, B. (1384). The origin of culture and civilization in an-
cient Mesopotamia. Tehran: Sureh Mehr

-Francis, R. (1383). The manifestations of Persian art. (trans:
Abdulmohammad Ruhbakhshan). Tehran: Ministry of cul-
ture and Islamic guidance.

-Franses, M. (2008). A museum of masterpieces (Safavid car-
pets in the museum of Islamic art. Qatar, Hali: Carpet, Textile
and Islamic Art.

-Gearsheman, R. (1390). Iranian art during the Maad and
Ashkanid period. (trans: Bahram Farvashi). Tehran: Elmi &
Farhangi press

-Gearsheman, R. (1390). Iranian art during the Part and
Sassanid period. (trans: Bahram Farvashi). Tehran: Elmi &
Farhangi press

-Hertsfield, E. (1381). Iran in ancient east. (trans: Homayun
Sanati). Tehran: Research center of humanities and cultural
studies.

-Hosseini Rad, A. (1384). Masterpieces of Iranian painting.
Tehran: Tehran Museum of Contemporary Art

-Kasiri, A., Rahnavard, Z. & Dibaj, S. M. (1388). The contrast
between nature and culture in painting of Zal and Simurgh.
Quarterly of Fine Arts, 37, (pp.103-111).

-Kevorkian, A. M. & Sicker, J. P. (1377). Imaginary gardens of
seven centuries of Persian miniature painting. (trans: Parviz
Marzban). Tehran: Farzan

-Khazaee, M. (1386). Famous Iranian albums in Istanbul and
Berlin museums. Bi-annual of Islamic Art Studies. 3(6), (pp.
63-73).

-Khazaee, M. (1386). The symbolic sign of the peacock in Ira-
nian decorative art. Mah Honar Book, 111 & 112 (pp. 6-12).
-Masumi, G. (1391). Encyclopedia of mythology and tradi-
tional ancient customs. Tehran: Sureh Mehr

-Nurbakhtiar, R. (1372). Esfahan, The ever-living museum.
Tehran.

-Paru, A. (1391). Sumer and Aked: the art of Mesopotamia.
(trans: Mohammad Rahim Saraf and Manjie Ebkai). Tehran:
Samt

-Piere, A. (1384). The history of Illam (trans: Shirin Bayani).
Tehran: Tehran University Press

-Piotrovsky, M. B., & Rogers, J. M. (2004). Heaven on Earth
(Art from Islamic Lands). Munich: Prestel.

-Pope, A. U. (1370). Iranian architecture. (trans: Qolamhossein
Sadri Afshar). Tehran: Farhangan

-Pope, A. U. (1977). A survey of Persian art. Tehran: Soroush
Press,

-Pope, A, Philips, A. & Shrewder, E. (1384). The masterpieces
of Iranian art. (trans: Parviz Khaneli). Tehran: Elmi & Farhangi
Press

-Pope, A. & Philips, A. (1378). Iranian art (from pre-Islamic
stages till now). (trans: Najaf Daryabandi). Tehran: Elmi &
Farhangi Press

-Pouyssegur, P., & Caubet, A. (1998). The Ancient near East.
Italy: Terrail.

-Rafiee, L. (1377). Iranian pottery. Tehran: Yasavoli

-Rubin, P. (1378). The encyclopeida of art. Tehran: Farhang
Moaser

-Sirus, P. (1371). Nomadic and Shiraz weavings. Tehran:
Amirkabir

-Shayestehfar, M. (1388). Content study of the Ahsan Al Kebar
manuscript: the masterpiece of Safavid painting. Mah Honar
Book, 138, (pp.61-88).

-Shayestehfar, M. & Taji, K. (1383). The architecture of the
paintings of Timurid and Safavid era. Bi-annual of Islamic Art
Studies. 4(10), (pp. 61-88).

-Sudavar, A. (1380). The art of the Iranian court. (trans: Nahid
Mohammad

Shemiarani). Tehran: Karang

-Sureesrafil, S. (1381). The famous designer of carpets. Tehran:
Peykan

-Taqavinejad, B. (1378). The manifestation of pattern in Safavid
rugs. Quarterly of Goljam, 9, (pp.49-62)

Yarshater, E. (1383). Apparel in Iran. (trans: Peyman Matin).
Tehran: Amirkabir

“Yahaqi, M. J. (1386). The dictionary of mythology in Persian
literature. Tehran: Farhang Moaser

-Walker, D. (1998). Flowers under foot. London: Thames and
Hudson.



142
Spring - Summer 2015-2016/ Vol.11/ No 22 Semi Annual of Islamic Art Studies

A Visual Analysis of the Seventh Labor of Rostam in
the Shiraz and Baysonghori Shahnameh

-Seyyed Hasan Soltani, Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Arts, University of
Arts, Tehran
-Mahmoud Shahrousvand , M.A. in Illustration, Faculty of Visual Arts, University of

Arts, Tehran,
-Tara Ravasi, M.A. in Art Research, Faculty of Art, Al-Zahra University, Tehran

Abstract

One of the famous stories of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is the Seveneth Labor of Rustam (Khane Haftom)
and his battle with the White Demon. Literary elements of overstatement, exaggeration, epic and brevity
can be distinguished in the works of the Ferdowsi; however, the main element in this story is its visual
features which can be seen in the two illustrated manuscripts studied in this paper. In Persian paintings,
images created for one story are typically the same; nevertheless, there are a number of dissimilarities
which reflects the taste and themes of each era and also the artistic talent of the painters.

In this paper, two Shahnamehs are studied upon which include the Shiraz Shahnameh (733/ 1333 AD)
and the Baysonghori Shahnameh (833/1430 AD). The main reason behind the selection of the men-
tioned manuscripts is that the Shiraz Shahnameh is one of the oldest existing copies of the Shahnameh
which reflects the artistic features of the Shiraz school and illustrates scenes of history and epic precise-
ly. Furthermore, the Baysonghori Shahnameh reflects the promotion of an official and systematic style
and follows the artistic values of the Herat School. The results of this paper indicate that despite many
visual similarities between the two manuscripts, there are a number of distinctions. These dissimilari-
ties include differences in visual outlooks, color selection and border designs. This paper initially seeks
to introduce the manuscripts and then attempts to analyze visual features. In order to accomplish this
a descriptive and analytic methodology was carried out and historical records and documentation and
also library research were carefully focused upon.

Aims of the research:

1- To describe and compare the visual contents of the Seventh Labor in the two Shahnameh
Manuscripts.

2- To distinguish the similarities and dissimilarities of both Shahnameh Manuscripts.
Research questions:

1- What are the visual characteristics of both Shahnameh manuscripts?

2- What commonalties or contrasts can be depicted in terms of visual expression?
Keywords: Baysonghori, Shiraz, Shahnameh, Seventh labor, Shiraz School, Herat School,
visual features.
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Abstract

The visual motif of the mihrab which includes many explicit and implicit implications enhances the
aesthetic richness of the Prophet’s ascension (Mi'raj) paintings. This paper provides an essential corre-
spondence between stages of Mi'raj and phases of daily prayer, to study its reflection on Mi’raj paintings.
It also challenges the importance of the mihrab and corresponding motifs such as lantern and chandelier.
This necessitates the analysis of four images of ascension comprising the design of the mihrab: the “trial
of three cups” from Ilkhanid Mi'rajnameh, the “ascension” from Saadi’s Boustan and the “prayer with the
prophets” and “prayer with the Muslims” from Timurid Mi'raj Nameh.

The adapted methodology is descriptive and analytical, the required data and documents are obtained
from library compilation and conducted by a phenomenological hermeneutic approach. This is per-
formed through three symbolical (verbal, operational, pictorial) schemes. The imperative of this research
could be viewed from two sides: From historical point of view, it helps to find out the middle ages artist’s
attitude towards prophet’s ascension and from symbolism and hermeneutical outlook, it elucidates the
theoretical and intellectual foundations of Mi'raj illustration and deciphers the elaborate mysteries of its
pictorial elements.

The analysis of the Mi'raj paintings according to the correspondent hierarchy reveals that the selection
and arrangement of elements in a relevant image is to broadcast a specific status and grandeur of Mi'raj.
The conclusion is also related to the semantic link of prayer and mihrab to the abstract concepts of light,
time and place.

Aims of the research:

1- To understand the relation between the stages of Mi'raj and prayer in regard to Mihrab motifs.
2- To relinquish the motif of the mihrab and its related designs in the paintings of the Mi'raj.
Research questions:

1- What are correspondence between the Holy verses of the Quran and the stages of prayer?

2- How has the existence of the Mihrab motifs promoted the place of Mir’aj in the paintings?
Keywords: The Prophet’s Ascension (Mi'raj), mihrab, Prayer, Mi'raj paintings.
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Abstract

Fortune-telling of the book of omens during the sixteenth/tenth centuries in Iran and also during the
Ottoman reign was a common and admired method of foretelling in the Safavid and Ottoman court. At
first, artistic manuscripts such as the Shah Tahmasepi book of omens emerged followed by a copy of this
illustrated manuscripts that was ordered by the minister of Sultan Ahmad the first “Qalandar Pasha” to
be presented it to the Ottoman Sultan.

In this current paper which is written in a descriptive and analytic approach strives to compare the form,
content and concepts applied in the two omen books of Sultan Ahmad the first of the Ottoman era and
the Shah Tahmasepi book of the Safavid era. The results show that the artistic traditions of the book of
omens related to the first century of the Safavid era both in terms of appearance and structure and also in
regard to conceptual and content matters have influenced the Ottoman book of omens; in other words,
Ottoman artists have been highly influenced by Persian artists in creating such unique works of art. This
influence is so strong that even Shi'ah concepts applied in Persian omen books have been imitated into
Ottoman art. This occurred during the strong religious conflict that that was present between the two Is-
lamic powers of the region; hence this commonality could be due to the some degree of alliance between
the two Sultans of Shi’ah and Sunni.

Aims of the research:

1- Understanding the structural characteristics of the Shah Tahmasepi book of omens in relation to its
Ottoman counterpart.

2- Recognizing religious and Shi‘ah concepts of the two book of omens.

Research questions:

1- How has the illustrated book of omens of the Safavid era in particular that of Shah Tahmasepi influ-
enced the book of omens of Sultan Ahmad the first?

2- To what extent are the Shi'ah and religious features of the Shah Tahmasepi book of omens reflected in
the Sultan Ahmad copy?

Keywords: Shah Tahmaspepi, Topkapi, Deresden, Sultan Ahmad the first, Safavids, Ottomans, book of
omens.
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Words of the Editor-in-Chief

Visual literacy is the ability to interpret, negotiate,
and make meaning from information presented in
the form of an image, extending the meaning of lit-
eracy, which commonly signifies interpretation of a
written or printed text. This ability empowers man-
kind to understand and interpret images. However,
this command is mostly mindful and various types
of interpreting images and visual principals are
all considered as visual literacy. In order to create
visual arts and to better understand them, an ini-
tial perception of the principals and basics of visual
arts is required. Therefore, there principals can be
related to fundamentals of language conception in
visual arts. Hence, acquaintance with the princi-
pals of visual arts caan assist with the overall grasp
of the visual world. In today’s world of art, visual
arts consist of photography, graphic arts, painting,
drawing and sculpture. In other words, any art that
can be seen or consumes a visual perspective can
be termed as “visual arts”. Hence, in the basics of
this art, imagination or illustration of any form of
visual act is essential. The elements of visual arts are
classified into two main sections: physical overview
(e.g. points, lines, surface, color, shape, size and
shades) and specific visual quality which is related
to the talent and expertise of the artist in correctly
using visual elements (e.g. symmetry, proportion,
coordination and contrast which strengthens the
visual powers of an artwork). Today, visual literacy
is a field of study among various majors including
phycology, sociology, art history, criticism, educa-
tion, semiology, graphic design, digital arts and
philosophy. Attention has also been given to fields
that do not have direct relationship toward visual
arts but are significant in the overall interpretation
of a visual work. Hence, visual literacy goes beyond
media knowledge and affects human relations and
non-verbal communications.The comprehension

of the quality and appearance of Islamic art requires
understanding the relation between art and reli-
gion; hence, it cannot be interpreted by random,
historic or social features. The origin of Islamic art
is what that granted it its essence, in other words,
the doctrines of the Holy Quran. In Islam, there
is not significant distance between appearance and
inwardness, earthly world and the eternal world and
between the secular and divine. Islamic art seeks to
embellish this world according to the mentioned
principal and attempts to bring the hearts of pious
believers closer to each other.Islamic art adds a di-
vine feature to material. Its purpose is to reveal the
essence of art which is beauty and is interconnected
to the spirit of Islamic which is monotheism. Visual
features are inseparable from Islamic art particu-
larly in the eloquent the decorations. Arabesque,
herbal, geometrical, girih tiles, inscriptional, animal
and human motifs are among the basic patterns of
Islamic art. Artist either use the mentioned mo-
tifs separately or combined with each other to be
used in a vast perspective of Islamic art including
art of the book, tiles, bricks, stucco, stone, wood,
pottery, textile, rugs and many other raw material.
For embellishing religious places, Quran books,
or sacred items, the artist would select arabesque,
geometrical and inscriptional patterns; however,
for objects, palaces and everyday items, the use
of animal patterns such as the peacock, lion and
simurgh that all have religious symbolism are ap-
plied and are at times used in religious places.
We thank Allah, the great and mighty, for his con-
stant and everlasting benediction toward our team
in preparing this issue of the Bi-annual of Islamic
Art Studies which as mentioned above focuses
on the visual elements in Islamic art. Like always
we would like to thank our devoted team at the
Institute of Islamic art studies and also the edito-
rial board, reviews and authors for participating the
preparation the 22nd issue of this journal.

Dr. Mahnaz Shayestehfar
Editor-in-Chief
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