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. One of the literary discussions of the recent century is the examination and correction of literary
Research Article texts, especially the text of the Shahnama. In recent decades, the corrected editions of the
Issue 61 Shahnama by Jules Mohl, the Moscow edition, Mehri Behfar, and Jalal Khaleghi Motlagh have
Volume 23 been recognized as the primary and authoritative versions. This research aims to examine
several verses from the love story of Zal and Rudabeh based on the aforementioned editions,
Page 149 to 161 which have been placed in brackets as a sign of doubt regarding their authenticity, by presenting

evidence. This research has been written based on library studies and the mentioned manuscripts

using a descriptive-analytical method. The purpose of this research is to become acquainted
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Keywords and the etymology and geography of the story's evolution, which shows that it can be effective
in understanding the form and origin of the story and the omitted or interpolated verses.
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Introduction

An examination of the texts or manuscripts of the Shahnama shows that over thousands
of years, many of its verses have been altered or added by scribes and court secretaries.
Therefore, many researchers have attempted to correct many of these verses by
comparing ancient manuscripts in order to produce a more complete edition. The
question that arises here is whether, in correcting the Shahnama, relying solely on the
fact that certain verses appear in most manuscripts is sufficient? Are there not cultural
issues and social traditions behind them? Does the structure of the story not indicate a
more ancient sign and culture? What representation of the nature of love do the
illustrations of the Ibrahim Sultan Shahnama display? What is certain is that attention
to ancient manuscripts is itself not free from flaws and errors, because it causes neglect
of many social traditions and the culture of literary and historical terms, and as a result,
an important part of social traditions is unknowingly omitted from writing or deleted.
Do the illustrations drawn in historical manuscripts play an important role in expressing
cultural and social traditions?

The aim of this research is a historical analysis of social and heroic traditions and the
etymology of the concepts and generalities that lie behind the verses in question; in
other words, it expresses the mythological and social cultural context of the verses. The
importance of this research, considering the etymology of the culture of terms and social
tradition in the form of the story, addresses the authenticity of the mentioned verses. In
fact, it not only expresses the authenticity of the verses but also examines acquaintance
with social, cultural, and historical traditions as an effective factor in recognizing and
refining textual criticism.

The research background indicates that no independent research with this title has been
written so far, but works have examined the illustrations of the Baysunghur Shahnama
and the subject of Shahnama stories and the issue of authenticity. Mostafa Mousavi and
Milad Mousavi (2015) in a work titled "A Critique of the First Volume of the Shahnama
Corrected by Jalal Khaleghi" have undertaken a critical examination. Mahmoud Rezaei
Dasht Arzhaneh (2018) in a work titled "Critique and Examination of Some
Ambiguities in the Annotations of the Shahnama" has analyzed the Shahnama.

This research, based on library studies and the mentioned manuscripts, using a historical
and content-analytical method, clarifies and proves the authenticity and historical and
cultural-mythological background of the verses in question. In the last century, great
efforts have been made toward a corrected and refined Shahnama. "Undoubtedly, in the
cultural and social history of Iran, the Shahnama has been one of the most widely read
books, and many transcriptions of it have been prepared. Due to this same popularity
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and interest, scribes and readers have always tampered with its text" (Aydanlu, 2010:
198). This very issue has caused doubt regarding many verses of the Shahnama and has
led Shahnama scholars to spend much of their time resolving the problems of re-reading
and rewriting the Shahnama. This article also examines the omitted or interpolated
verses in the most recent corrections of the Shahnama by Jalal Khaleghi Motlagh, Mehri
Behfar, Jules Mohl, and the Moscow edition in the story of the love of Zal and Rudabeh.
The love story of Zal and Rudabeh is one of the most brilliant lyrical stories of the
Shahnama, which has been critiqued and examined in various forms and from various
perspectives. So far, numerous articles have been written in the fields of ethnology,
morphology, psychology, fiction, rhetorical criticism, aesthetic criticism, comparative
literature, archetypal criticism, lyrical structure, semiotics, and the like, more or less
covering all angles of this story; however, in them, no reference or attention has been
paid to the issue of the interpolated verses intended by the writer of these lines, and the
entirety of the story has been more the focus. For this reason, to complete the
propositions of the Zal and Rudabeh story due to the importance it holds in the
Shahnama and in Persian literature, this article has examined and analyzed the process
of interpolation of verses from it by citing multiple corrected manuscripts.

Conclusion

In recent decades, in addition to the efforts of correctors of Shahnama manuscripts,
critiques and examinations have also been carried out that have been useful in correcting
the verses. In these few decades, the corrections of Jules Mohl, the Moscow edition,
Mehri Behfar, and Jalal Khaleghi Motlagh have been recognized as the primary and
authoritative versions. In this research, the authenticity of the verses that have been
presented as doubtful in the mentioned editions and especially not included in
Khaleghi's edition, Sokhan Publications, has been examined. The result of the research
is that the influence of vocabulary in the Shahnama is a sign that can be the source of a
story or an indigenous-national custom and culture. Like the words "Ridak," "Gholam,"
and "Tork" for Zal's attendant, Ferdowsi for the first time has used "Khubchehr" as
equivalent and synonymous with gholam and ridak. Bringing these words and the
presence of such a character in fact expresses the form and foundation of the story,
which in reality is from the East. It is mixed with a culture from India, Scythians, and
Greek (Kushan and Bactrian), and Ferdowsi's art plays a major role in its [ranian-ethical
form and role. In this way, we become aware of Ferdowsi's art in them. In general, the
two initial sections of mythology and heroism of the Shahnama are stories that the
Parthians brought into Iran from the East or mostly endeavored to preserve and record
them, and the structure of their stories and their motifs provide reason and evidence for
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their antiquity. The Sassanids, especially the Zoroastrian priests, continued them with
their worldview and culture, such that the geography and names of Iranian places
express this. Therefore, the mythological and heroic stories of the Shahnama should be
known and examined with two forms and origins: Eastern and Sassanian—of course
with the influence of the priests—and then, by comparing with Asian, Aryan
mythological stories, historical analysis, and social traditions, the form and origin of the
story can be recognized.
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