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ABSTRACT

Minarets are among the most significant architectural relics of the Seljuk period in Iran, which,
in addition to their religious functions, also played a symbolic role. Among these, the decoration
of "Amud-e Kashi," i.e., the attachment of glazed tiles to the body of minarets, held a special
place in the aesthetic and cultural expression of that era. This research, with a historical-
comparative approach, identifies and classifies the Amud-e Kashi decorations on 22 inscribed
Seljuk minarets and analyzes the type of tilework, color, script, and its combination with brick.
The findings indicate that the greatest use of tilework was in the areas of the inscription and the
crown of the minarets, and turquoise color, as a symbol of the sky and Islamic spirituality, had
the highest frequency. Furthermore, the combination of geometric brick patterns and tilework
not only aided in the decoration of the structure but also increased its durability against
environmental factors. This study emphasizes that a precise understanding of these decorations
can inspire the restoration process and contemporary Islamic architectural design.

Research Objectives:

1. Identifying the Amud-e Kashi decorations on twenty-two inscribed minarets of the
Seljuk period.

2. Systematic classification of Amud-e Kashi tilework decorations on these minarets.
Research Questions:
1. Which inscribed minarets of the Seljuk period feature Amud-e Kashi decorations?

2. How are Amud-e Kashi decorations classified in interaction with other architectural
decorations?
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Introduction

Minarets are considered among the most prominent symbols of Islamic architecture in
Iran, which, alongside their religious role, also had urban and ceremonial functions.
These structures, especially during the Seljuk period, reached the peak of glory and
creativity in design and architectural decoration, reflecting the cultural identity, artistic
taste, and religious beliefs of the society of that era. Among the decorative elements of
minarets, tilework holds a distinguished position because the use of contrasting colors
such as turquoise and buff amidst simple bricks transformed the minarets' facades into
a medium for expressing visual and symbolic concepts. Glazed tiles on the surface of
minarets have been executed in the form of inscriptions, bands, or geometric patterns.
These decorations, in addition to beautification, carried doctrinal, cultural, and
sometimes structural implications. Considering the geographical distribution of Seljuk
minarets in Iran and the diversity of form and technique of their decorations, a
systematic study of these elements can contribute to a more precise understanding of
Islamic architecture and the recreation of its visual identity.

The present research, relying on a historical-comparative approach and based on field
and documentary sources, identifies and classifies the Amud-e Kashi decorations on 22
inscribed minarets remaining from the Seljuk period. The necessity of this research can
be analyzed in several axes, including the lack of specialized studies on Amud-e Kashi
decorations on the body of Seljuk minarets, the position of these works in reinterpreting
the visual identity of Iranian-Islamic architecture, and the practical application of
recreating these decorations in the restoration and design of historical and contemporary
buildings.

Conclusion

The present research, with the aim of analyzing and classifying Amud-e Kashi
decorations on inscribed minarets of the Seljuk period, offers a precise and structured
picture of tilework methods of this era. The findings have shown that tile decorations,
especially in the areas of the inscription and the crown of the minarets, not only had an
aesthetic aspect but also carried symbolic, cultural, and spiritual messages. Turquoise
color, with the highest frequency in the examined samples, is considered a symbol of
the sky, spirituality, and tranquility, and has played an essential role in the inscriptions
and muqarnas of the minarets. The combination of this color with buff brick and lapis
lazuli tile created a striking visual contrast, recognized as one of the prominent features
of Seljuk aesthetics. The use of Kufic scripts, symmetrical geometric patterns, and
combined muqgarnas with tilework demonstrates the high understanding of the artists of
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that period of the harmony between form, color, and meaning. One of the key
achievements of this research is the development of a three-layered classification of
decorations based on spatial position (crown, shaft, inscription), type of decoration
(calligraphic, geometric, volumetric), and color analysis; a model that can be used in
future comparative studies and restoration projects. Of the 22 minarets examined, only
half featured Amud-e Kashi decorations, and this distribution indicates that the use of
tilework was not a uniform component but varied according to social status, ritual
function, and regional resources. The examination of minaret decorations showed that
principles such as geometric rhythm, symbolic color arrangement, and the fusion of
matter and meaning employed in Seljuk architecture can still inspire contemporary
design. The minarets of the Seljuk era possess the most beautiful artistic designs and,
as rich and important treasures, are a mixture of the talents of their patrons and artists,
such that the remaining minarets often display a variety of brick and tile decorations,
designs, and ornamentation using Qur'anic verses, various geometric patterns, lozenge
shapes, small squares, triangles, brick muqgarnas, turquoise-glazed tiles, and various
calligraphic scripts.
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