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ABSTRACT

Epistemology has been defined as the explanation of the foundations of affirmations, meaning
that a connection can be established between beliefs and truths. This matter is realized when the
foundations of perception, the definition of truth, and the ways of attaining it are analyzed.
Epistemological foundations differ across various schools of thought, and these differences have
significant impacts on the epistemology of art and specifically architecture. The aim of the
present research is to deliberate on the relationship between humans and architectural works in
the two stages of creation and perception, based on the epistemological system of Sadrian
Wisdom. Epistemology in Sadra's thought holds a special position due to its ontological roots.
For Sadr al-Muta’allihin, the soul (nafs), as the true perceiver, is considered a graded existence
that is identical to perception. Within this framework, perception is defined as having levels
ranging from the most material to the highest, which are briefly categorized from sensory
apprehensions to intellectual and intuitive ones. This hierarchy of reception and perception for
the possessor of the soul indicates a station in which each of these stations produces different
effects at the stage of creation and serves as the source of different receptions at the level of
perception. Regarding the necessity of the present research: explaining the epistemological
foundations of Sadrian Wisdom, which has been the origin of the theoretical foundations of our
traditional art and architecture, as well as paying attention to the fact that the methodology of
our architectural studies falls under the epistemology of Western schools, which is one of the
gaps in the theoretical foundations of our contemporary architecture. Explaining the
epistemological foundations of authentic Iranian-Islamic architecture influenced by the
foundations of Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah) constitutes the general
problem, and deliberating on the strategies for realizing these foundations constitutes the
specific problem and aim of the research. The present research is a qualitative study of a
theoretical-philosophical nature with a fundamental aim, employing an interpretive-descriptive
approach in terms of data judgment and a content-library method in terms of data collection.

Research Objectives:

1. The main objective is to explain the epistemological foundations based on the views
and ideas of Transcendent Philosophy.

2. A deliberation on the epistemology of architecture under the epistemological
foundations of Sadrian thought; as well as explaining architectural manifestations
based on the epistemological foundations of Transcendent Philosophy in valuable
examples of Iranian-Islamic architecture.

Research Questions:

1. What are the epistemological foundations of Transcendent Philosophy? How are the
human stations, in terms of knowledge, defined?

2.  What effects does the existential level of the human being, in terms of understanding
and reception, have at the stage of creation and perception of architectural works? What
are the strategies and architectural examples that can elevate perceptions?

**This article is taken from the doctoral dissertation of "Ali Amiri Shadmehri" entitled "Human Authorities of Architectural
Excellence; A Commentary on Two-way Interaction", which was submitted under the guidance of Dr. "Mohammad Khosro
Sahaf" and the consultation of Dr. "Alireza Kohansal" at the "Islamic Azad" University, "Mashhad Branch".
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Introduction

In the discussion of epistemology, what matters is confirmatory correspondence; that
is, that external reality is exactly as I have perceived it; meaning that the color of this
object in external reality, independent of my perception, is also as I have observed it
(Shirvani, 2001: 31). Knowledge and thought, even if they do not constitute the entirety
of human truth, at least count as the clearest part of human identity (Dinani, 2001: 5).
Awareness of awareness, or knowledge of knowledge—we are in pursuit of realizing
this matter, or in other words, in pursuit of knowing knowledge. In the first step,
epistemology in its general sense, and in the second step, in its specific sense here, that
is, knowledge of the knowledge of architecture. After the foundations of ontology,
explaining the epistemological foundations becomes important; because understanding
the epistemological system can play a major role in architectural productions
(Khosropanah, 2022: 123).

It is true that various kinds of animals also possess a type of perception and continue
their specific animal life based on that perception; however, there is an essential and
fundamental difference between human thought and what is called animal perception.
This difference lies in the fact that while thought can be applied to absolute perception,
whether universal or particular, outward or inward, it does not at all include animal
perception. Because in the meaning of thought, consciousness of consciousness and
knowledge of knowledge have been taken into account, and this is precisely what can
be called awareness. The meaning of this statement is that while man becomes
knowledgeable about things and attains comprehension of the essence of affairs through
perception, he also possesses this awareness that he is knowledgeable about these things
and conscious of this knowledge. In other words, it can be said that man is a being who,
in addition to knowing things, is also aware of his own knowledge of these things,
whereas the animal does not have knowledge of knowledge, and its perception of
surrounding matters is nothing but a simple perception. The animal perceives its
surrounding matters, but it is not aware of its own perception of these matters. In the
terminology of Islamic thinkers, the perception of animals regarding surrounding
matters is called simple perception, while human thought is considered a compound
perception (Dinani, 2001: 5).

Thought is among the constituents of human existence. The epistemological foundation
in this research is based on the principles of Sadrian Wisdom, and it is necessary first
to explain the foundations of knowledge and cognition according to him. Mulla Sadra,
considering that existence is the starting point of every conception and that without
knowledge of existence no other knowledge is possible, brings together and unifies self-
knowledge, knowledge of God, knowledge of science, and knowledge of the world. The
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truth is that the human being's disregard for the issue of existence means disregarding
all the foundations and pillars of knowledge. The fundamental principle of knowledge
in Sadrian Wisdom i1s based on existential transcendence, and this transcendent
existence entails the transcendence of knowledge. The more transcendent knowledge
is, the more unified and closer to unity it becomes; unity in knowledge means moving
from material forms to intellectual forms, or in other words, a journey from sensory
perceptions to intellectual receptions.

After existence, another fundamental keyword in Sadrian epistemology is psychology
(self-knowledge); because knowledge is considered an act of the soul (nafs), and
although the human soul, as the perceiver of universals, is common to all humans and
falls under a single species, gradually and according to its mode of operation and
movement from potentiality to actuality, its activity becomes distinguished and
differentiated from other souls; and even at each moment, its perceptions are different
and distinct for itself compared to the previous moment, in such a way that in this
transformation, the unity, stability, and distinctiveness of the soul are preserved, and
this is precisely the transcendence of the soul. According to Sadr al-Muta’allihin,
perception is achieved through a kind of existence for the soul and the transformation
of one existence into another (Sadr al-Muta’allihin, 1990, vol. 9, p. 95).

The soul has been considered to possess various perceptual faculties, which, with the
aim of cognition, are categorized into three levels: sense, imagination, and intellect.
Like all categorizations that humans make for cognition, while the spectrum of the soul's
perceptions is far wider and its levels are more ethereal and uncategorizable; however,
for the purpose of cognition and study, they have been placed in these three categories.
Despite their multiplicity, these faculties are identical to the soul itself: "The soul in its
unity is all the faculties." For Mulla Sadra, the issue of knowledge is among the issues
of existence, and the reality of existence cannot be understood at all except through
presential knowledge (al-‘ilm al-hudiir) and direct observation. As long as a person
does not find themselves and does not become aware of the reality of their own
presence, they will not grasp the meaning of presential knowledge. This is where
ontology, epistemology, and self-knowledge become conjoined. Man ascends through
the levels of existence by way of his spiritual journey, and consequently, increases his
levels of intuition. According to this theory, ontology and epistemology become one,
and the boundary between subject and object disappears. Sadr al-Muta’allihin
considered the study of the human soul to facilitate understanding of other philosophical
issues and held this view to be true regarding existence as well. The soul, as that which
perceives—and in his interpretation, the soul is nothing but perception—serves as the
prelude to the main subject of our inquiry in this research, namely architecture. The
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definition of architecture, knowing it in truth, as well as deliberating on its
epistemological foundations under the cognition of the knowing subject—here the
human soul—and the object of cognition, that is, the physical body of architecture, will
constitute the trajectory and aim of the present research.

A true definition, from the viewpoint of the majority of philosophers, is the presentation
of the essential quiddities of a thing. The presentation of essential quiddities depends
on the knowing subject's cognition of that thing; therefore, in any act of knowing, it is
necessary to explain the level of the object of cognition, the knowing subject, and the
nature of their relationship—the very level that is interpreted as sense, imagination, and
intellect. The object of cognition has been considered to possess two existences: an
objective existence that is realized in the external world, and a mental existence that is
present in the soul. If the object of knowledge per se is sensible to the knowing subject,
it indicates the material level of the external thing; if it is imaginable, it indicates the
imaginal level of the external thing; and if it is intelligible, it indicates the intellectual
level of the external thing. What has been said demonstrates that it is impossible for a
human individual at the level of sense and imagination to comprehend the intellectual
knowledge of a thing. At the level of sense, only the natural manifestation of the thing,
and at the level of imagination, merely the imaginal manifestation of the thing, is
perceivable (Akbari & Rastian, 2013: 58).

Conclusion

In Transcendent Philosophy, there is no independent discussion specifically under the
heading of epistemology. However, knowledge in this school of thought is the
intersection of psychology (self-knowledge), ontology, and the foundations of
perception. Existence was considered to be of two kinds: mental and objective; what
comes to the mind is the objective existence present to the perceiver. Explaining the
relationship between the objective and the mental is the crux of the matter in Sadrian
epistemology, which ultimately guides us to the foundations of affirmations in this
school of thought. Based on the ontological principles of Sadrian philosophy, the reality
of existence is considered graded, possessing levels of intensity and weakness, and the
knowing subject perceives a level of reality proportionate to their existential capacity.
The existential capacity of the soul, which is interpreted as station, determines this. The
levels of perception, from the most material to the highest, are categorized for the
purpose of study from sense and imagination to intellect. Sense perceives only the
accidents that befall the essence. Regarding the perception of architecture as the more
specific subject of this research, the findings indicate that the reality of architecture, or
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in other words, the form of architecture, has an existence separate from its truth or
essence. In the dual opposition of human and architecture, the physical works of
architecture are an objective embodiment of the soul of the creator of the work, which
is perceived in truth and totality only by an audience at the same existential level. Art
in its general sense is the crystallization of the intelligible in the imaginable and
sensible, and this also holds true for architectural works. In other words, the architect-
artist perceives a single truth according to their own existential level and embodies it in
physical and objective expression, presenting it to the audience. The reception of this
matter is, in fact, the explanation of the relationship between epistemology and
architecture in the field of studies, because differences in epistemological foundations
are the source and origin of the creation and perception of different, and sometimes
conflicting, works.

The crux of the matter in Sadrian epistemology is the transcendence of perception from
sense to intellect. This trajectory in architecture, at the stage of creation, is influenced
by the existential level of the creator, and at the level of perception, by the existential
level of the perceiver. Architectural tools are merely line, pattern, color, and materials.
Now, the mission of the architect is to express their existential capacity through the
combination of these tools; in other words, it is the translation of principles into
instances through the passage beyond architectural patterns. This can create in the
audience of the work the same epistemic transcendence that existed in the creator of the
work. This is where light, color, geometry, texture, line, and pattern first address the
senses, then become imaginative, and ultimately lead to intellectual and intuitive
reception.

Architecture arising from Transcendent Philosophy is not merely a technical or
aesthetic act, but an ontological and knowledge-giving action. This type of architecture
strives to transform space into an arena for experiencing the various levels of existence,
for the human journey towards perfection, and for the manifestation of spiritual truths.
Employing the principles of Transcendent Philosophy can generate new strategies in
contemporary Islamic architectural design that respond to the spiritual, philosophical,
and cultural needs of today's human being. Just as knowledge in Sadrian philosophy is
not merely cognition and perception, in this epistemological system, true knowledge
begins with sensory reception and its ultimate goal is intuitive experience, existential
union, and the inward journey, or in other words, existential expansion. Architecture
based on this school of thought is also not merely the science of building; it is an arena
for the manifestation of the existential level of both the perceiver and the perceived.
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