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ABSTRACT

This research examines the intertextual and postmodern reading of Suhrawardi's illuminative
aesthetics and its manifestations in Islamic art. The main problem of the research is how the
illuminative and imaginal system of Illuminative Wisdom (Hikmat al-Ishraq) is embodied in
the form of symbols and visual structures in certain fields of Islamic art, and to what extent it
can be re-read within the horizon of intertextuality theory and postmodern debates. Accordingly,
first, the key components of illuminative aesthetics — such as the gradations of light and
darkness, the imaginal world (‘Alam al-Mithal), the luminous body (Haykal Nr), the allegory
of birds, and the concept of Mount Qaf — are extracted from Suhrawardi's treatises and
interpreted within the framework of intertextuality discourse. Then, using a qualitative and
interpretive approach, several exemplary instances of Islamic art — including the organization
of light in mosque architecture, glass lamps inscribed with the Light Verse, and Persian painting
and illumination (Tadhhib) centered on the scenes of the Mi ‘raj and the depiction of the imaginal
world — are subjected to comparative analysis. The findings indicate that there are significant
overlaps between the illuminative-imaginal logic of Illuminative Wisdom and the logic of
organizing light, space, color, and pattern in these artworks; such that one can speak of
"Illuminative Art" as one of the possible readings of Islamic art. Finally, the article suggests that
combining the intertextuality approach with Illuminative Wisdom opens a new horizon for a
multi-layered and postmodern understanding of Islamic art and can serve as the basis for new
analytical frameworks in theoretical studies of Islamic art.

Research Objectives:

1. Explaining and formulating the main components of Suhrawardi's illuminative
aesthetics based on his treatises and philosophical works, with an emphasis on
illuminative-imaginal logic and the imaginal world.

2. Examining and interpreting aesthetic components within the horizon of intertextuality
theory and postmodern debates, in order to provide a postmodern reading of
Suhrawardi's illuminative system.

3. Analyzing the manifestations of Suhrawardi's illuminative aesthetics in certain fields
of Islamic art — such as mosque and madrasa architecture, Persian painting and
illumination, and calligraphy of the Light Verses — by utilizing the intertextual
framework proposed by the research.

Research Questions:

1. What are the main components of Suhrawardi's illuminative aesthetics, and how are
these components formulated in his treatises and philosophical works?

2. How can a postmodern reading of Suhrawardi's illuminative-imaginal and aesthetic
system be presented by employing intertextuality theory and postmodern debates?

3. What manifestations does illuminative aesthetics find in the structure of light, space,
color, and pattern in examples of Islamic art — especially in architecture, painting,
illumination, and calligraphy?
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Introduction

Intuitive and mystical literature is one of the most enduring aesthetic and spiritual
traditions in Iranian-Islamic culture, which from the pre-Islamic era to the formation
and flourishing of Islamic civilization has always played a central role in interpreting
esoteric experiences, dreams, intuition, and the imaginal world (‘Alam al-Mithal). With
the advent of Islam and the formation of various mystical and philosophical schools,
this intuitive tradition found a new formulation in dialogue with the Qur'an, Hadith, and
the Greek and Iranian philosophical heritage, and was presented in texts where reason,
taste, imagination, and artistic symbols are intertwined. Among these, Illuminative
Wisdom (Hikmat al-Ishraq) and especially the works of Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi hold
a distinguished position; because in his works, a coherent system of noetics and
aesthetics is constructed that transcends the purely philosophical level and provides a
horizon for understanding many manifestations of Islamic art.

Suhrawardi, by combining philosophical reasoning and allegorical narratives, creates a
network of texts in which concepts such as the Light of Lights (Nur al-Anwar), the
gradations of lights, the imaginal world, the allegory of birds, and Mount Qaf
simultaneously acquire philosophical, mystical, and aesthetic dimensions. The readings
of Illuminative Wisdom presented by scholars such as Henry Corbin and Seyyed
Hossein Nasr demonstrate that Suhrawardt's illuminative-imaginal system provides not
only a metaphysical horizon but also a foundation for understanding the symbols of
light, the imaginal world, and imaginal forms in the tradition of Islamic art; an art in
which light, space, color, and pattern reveal the gradations of existence and spiritual
manifestations, not merely superficial aesthetic elements (Corbin, 1998; Nasr, 1987). In
this interpretive horizon, Suhrawardi's allegorical treatises can be seen as
"infrastructural texts" for many Islamic artistic expressions that have been translated
into visual language in mosque and madrasa architecture, painting, illumination
(Tadhhib), and calligraphy, especially in verses such as the Light Verse (Nasr, 1987).

In recent decades, developments in literary theory and text studies, particularly within
the framework of postmodernism and the concept of "intertextuality," have made it
possible to read classical Islamic texts, including Suhrawardi's illuminative treatises,
not merely as discourses belonging to the past, but as multi-layered, open texts
intertwined with other texts and sign systems. The term "intertextuality" was first
proposed by Julia Kristeva in her essay "Word, Dialogue and Novel" and was
subsequently developed as a key concept for understanding the mutual influence of texts
within contemporary theoretical tradition (Kristeva, 1986; Martinez Alfaro, 1996).
According to this approach, every text is understood in the horizon of dialogue with
preceding and contemporary texts, and its meaning is formed not in structural isolation
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but in the field of textual relations and references. Applying such a horizon to
Suhrawardi makes it possible to read his treatises in connection with each other and in
relation to the "visual texts" of Islamic art — from architecture and decorative motifs to
painting and calligraphy — as an intertextual network, thereby clarifying the postmodern
potentials of this illuminative-imaginal wisdom.

At the same time, the contemporary epistemological condition and the dominance of
purely rationalistic and technocratic approaches — including the increasing reliance on
computational tools and artificial intelligence — have sometimes led to a kind of
pessimism toward intuitive literature, dreams, and the imaginal world, reducing them
to superstition or negligible experiences. This is while a significant part of the artistic
and intellectual heritage of the Islamic world was formed precisely on the basis of this
intuitive and imaginal horizon, and without attention to its internal logic, the
understanding of a considerable portion of Islamic architecture, painting, and
calligraphy would be incomplete. Thus, rethinking the relationship between
[lluminative Wisdom, the aesthetics of light, and Islamic art is not merely a defense of
a nostalgic tradition, but an attempt to open new horizons for understanding art and
spirituality in the contemporary world.

Given the above, the central problem of the present research is: What are the main
components of Suhrawardt's illuminative aesthetics, and how are these components
formulated in his treatises and philosophical works? Secondly, to what extent can the
illuminative-imaginal system of Illuminative Wisdom and its aesthetics be interpreted
within the horizon of intertextuality theory and postmodern debates, and how can a
postmodern reading of Illuminative Wisdom be presented on this basis? And finally,
what specific manifestations does this illuminative aesthetics find in the structure of
light, space, color, and pattern in examples of Islamic art, especially in mosque and
madrasa architecture, painting and illumination, and the calligraphy of the Light
Verses? Accordingly, the aim of the article is first, based on Suhrawardi's primary texts,
to explain a coherent framework for his illuminative aesthetics; then to re-read this
framework in light of the concepts of intertextuality and postmodernism; and finally, to
demonstrate the possibility of applying this integrated reading in the analysis of several
exemplary works of Islamic art. Subsequently, these objectives and research questions
are formulated in a structured and distinct manner, after which the theoretical
framework and the qualitative-interpretive method of the research, as the basis for
analyzing selected instances of Islamic art, will be explained.
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Conclusion

In this research, our point of departure was not an emotional defense of Suhrawardi, but
a methodical re-reading of his aesthetic system; a system built upon light, the imaginal
world (‘Alam al-Mithal), and the movement among the gradations of existence. In the
first step, by focusing on a collection of key Illuminative texts — from Lughat-i
Muran and Fi Halat al-Tufuliyyah to Jibril's Wing, Hayakil al-Nir, and The Tale of the
Occidental Exile — we attempted to extract and redefine a network of his key concepts:
the gradations of light and darkness (light and black light), the luminous body (Haykal
Niir1) and the memberless body, the imaginal world and Hirqalya, the ascending and
descending arc, and the strange relationship of grief and exile with illuminative
consciousness. This re-reading, instead of relying on personal intuitive claims, was
based on authoritative texts, documented versions, and intra-textual comparisons, and
demonstrated that Suhrawardi's aesthetics has a coherent and traceable structure that
goes beyond merely mystical or historical narratives.

In the second step, this theoretical illuminative-imaginal system was applied to concrete
examples of Islamic art. The analysis of the dome and the organization of light in the
Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque and the fluid interplay of light and color in the Nasir al-Mulk
Mosque showed how the dome can be understood as a luminous body and the prayer
hall as an isthmus (Barzakh) between the material world and the imaginal world; a space
that guides the worshiper on a gradual path from shadow to illumination. The
examination of Mamluk glass lamps, with their inscription of the Light Verse and a
flame shining within the intermediary (Barzakhi) body of glass, provided a concrete
instance of the coexistence of spiritual light, verbal light, and sensory light, and made
possible the notion of an "llluminative manifestation" at the level of an art object.
Finally, the paintings of the Mi raj (Ascension) — with their layered skies, fiery halos
around the bodies, and frames within the frame of the earthly city — were read as a visual
representation of the imaginal world and the ascending arc; where the luminous body
replaces the physical body, and the chromatic layers of the sky replace the philosophical
tables of the gradations of light.

Thus, the present research has shown how, from within Illuminative Wisdom, a multi-
layered, arguable, and contemporary reading of Islamic art can be obtained, and how a
relationship of "homology" and "intertextual consonance" can be established between
Suhrawardt's Illuminative texts and certain prominent manifestations of Islamic art,
without falling into the trap of simplistic causal-historical simplifications or claims of
direct influence. In this reading, Suhrawardi is not merely an isolated philosopher, but
the provider of a theoretical horizon within which architecture, calligraphy, and painting
can be understood in the form of luminous bodies, memberless bodies, and imaginal
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spaces. This approach, while remaining faithful to classical texts, opens the possibility
of a new dialogue with contemporary discussions such as intertextuality, postmodern
reading, and spatial theory, and shows that "llluminative art" can be one of the valid
interpretations of Islamic art, not a poetic and vague label.

At the theoretical level, the main achievement of this research is the formulation of a
framework in which Suhrawardi's illuminative aesthetics is translated into the
contemporary language of art studies, and its capacity for a multimedia analysis of
space, object, and image is assessed. At the practical level, it was shown that this
framework can be methodically employed in reading diverse works — from Safavid
domes to Mamluk lamps and Mi‘raj paintings — and transcends the common
generalizations about "light in Islamic art." It is obvious that this research is only one
of the possible readings, not the final interpretation; extending it to other branches, such
as contemporary arts inspired by Illuminationism, comparative studies with the
luminous traditions of other religions, and analyzing the lived experience of today's
audience in these luminous spaces, can chart the paths for continued research.
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