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Introduction

Islamic architecture and art, as the most prominent expression of Muslim religious
culture, have always found meaning in a close connection with divine revelation and
Quranic teachings. An architecture that manifests not only in a beautiful physical form
aligned with artistic aesthetic principles but also as a meaning-giving medium and a
platform for remembrance, sacred knowledge, and the transmission of divine values
(Aliabadi, 2007; Nasr, 1996). In this school, the transmission of spiritual messages is
not limited to the overall structure of buildings but is crystallized in details such as
calligraphy, lighting, geometric patterns, and especially Quranic inscriptions. Elements
that play an effective role in distinguishing Islamic architecture from other architectural
systems (Noghrekar, 2023; Noghrekar et al., 2008).

Among Islamic buildings, mosques, as the focal point of the spiritual and intellectual
life of the Muslim community, hold a unique position. These spaces, in addition to their
devotional function, serve as a platform for religious education, social interaction,
dispute resolution, and the perpetuation of collective memory and identity (Hashemi
Toghroljerdi & Maraashi, 2018). The presence of artistic elements such as calligraphy,
vegetal and geometric patterns, meaningful light, and especially Quranic inscriptions,
causes the mosque's space to transcend a merely physical level and become a spiritual
and experiential realm for the audience. Elements that, through their inherent messages,
separate humans from everyday life and call them to contemplation, reverence, and
servitude (Hillenbrand, 2021; Shayestehfar, 2005).

Inscriptions in Islamic architecture, especially in religious buildings, have a role beyond
decoration and can be considered as the link between form and meaning in sacred space.
These inscriptions, which often bear Quranic verses, invocations, hadiths, and sacred
names, in interaction with calligraphy and decorative patterns, provide a context for
reflecting on the inner meanings of revelatory texts (Hashemi Toghroljerdi et al., 2023;
Shariat, 2007). Among these, the Thuluth script, due to its visual flexibility, dynamic
curves, and combinability with decorative elements, has a prominent presence in
religious inscriptions (Fazaeli, 1983). The placement of these inscriptions is also not
accidental and has been done in locations with symbolic significance such as the
mihrab, the dome's drum, iwans, and entrances. This leads to the integration of physical
form and meaning in architectural space (Sabetnia, 2011).

On the other hand, Islamic architectural inscriptions can be regarded as historical and
semantic media that, in the absence of modern communication tools, undertook the task
of conveying religious concepts, recording ideas, and preserving cultural memory
(Shayestehfar, 2005). These sacred writings in the sacred space of the mosque not only
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served as reminders of revelatory teachings but also played an active role in guiding the
mental and spiritual state of the audience (Hashemi Toghroljerdi & Maraashi, 2018). In
some cases, the concepts embedded in the inscriptions have been transmitted in a coded
manner through the specific arrangement of verses, semantic ordering, or metaphorical
language. An approach that, while preserving the message amid historical
transformations, enables multi-layered and interpretative readings (Faghfouri &
Balkhari Qahi, 2014).

In this framework, the Jameh Mosque of Kerman, as one of the oldest and most
important historical mosques in Iran (Pope, 2008), is a valuable context for studying the
connection between revelatory texts and architecture. Especially the mihrab of this
mosque, with its specific arrangement of Quranic inscriptions and their artistic and
interpretive composition, provides a considerable capacity for an interpretative reading
and narrative analysis within the spatial context. However, a review of previous studies
shows that most research has focused on the visual, calligraphic, or historical aspects of
these inscriptions. Birami and Farrokhfar (2017) classified Kufic and Mu'allaq scripts,
and Ahmadzadeh et al. (2018) examined Quranic themes in relation to construction and
restoration periods, without attention to the interpretative layers and semantic structure
of the inscriptions in connection with the space. Also, Samanian et al. (2021), by
focusing on geometric patterns and decorative structure, highlighted the formal aspects
of the building. Meanwhile, the interpretative and narrative reading of the inscriptions
within the spatial context of the mihrab has not yet received due attention.

Accordingly, the present research attempts to examine, through interpretive and
historical analysis, the relationship between revelatory texts, the arrangement of
inscriptions, and the spatial experience of the audience in the mihrab of the Jameh
Mosque of Kerman, and to explain the role of Quranic inscriptions as a meaning-making
and identity-forming factor in the architecture of the Jameh Mosque of Kerman.

Conclusion

The present research, focusing on the interpretative reading of the inscriptions of the
mihrab of the Jameh Mosque of Kerman, demonstrated that these inscriptions function
beyond mere decorative elements, within a narrative and meaning-making framework
in the architectural context. The findings indicate that the selection of verses, their
arrangement, and the calligraphic styles of the inscriptions enable the delineation of a
conceptual path from monotheism to prophethood and the Imamate of Imam Ali (AS),
transforming the mihrab into an interpretive and narrative space for the audience.




4

Sournal of Slamic At Qdtudbes
Issue 61, Volume 23, March 2026

From a theoretical perspective, this research, by emphasizing the role of inscriptions as
an active medium in conveying meaning, considering their temporal context, shows that
understanding religious works requires simultaneous attention to the revealed text,
interpretive tradition, and spatial organization. Methodologically, the integration of
textual, spatial, and interpretative analysis offers a complementary model to
conventional descriptive and aesthetic approaches and enhances the possibility of a
multi-layered reading of religious architecture.

However, the difficulty of interpreting the intentions of historical architects and the
limitation of written sources related to the Muzaffarid period are among the challenges
of the present research. Therefore, the results should be considered within the
framework of objective evidence and as one of the possible readings. It is suggested
that in future research, the narrative structure of the inscriptions of contemporary
mihrabs be examined comparatively, and a sociological analysis of the historical
audiences of mosques be considered in order to gain a deeper understanding of the
semantic experience of the space.
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