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ABSTRACT

Reza Abbasi, one of the most prominent Persian painters of the Safavid period, holds a
distinguished place in the history of Persian painting by combining the tradition of Behzad's
realism with attention to the emotional and intellectual dimensions of humanity. In the painting
"Badehnoshi" from the illustrated version of Hafez's Divan, a profound manifestation of the
connection between Persian painting and Islamic mysticism is observed; a connection that has
gained particular importance in some historical periods, especially in the art of book
illumination. This research aims to examine the degree of Reza Abbasi's fidelity to the mystical
concepts of Hafez's poetry and the methods of conveying these concepts in the visual structure
of the work. The study is organized with a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework
of Peirce's triadic semiotics (Icon, Index, and Symbol), and the painting itself has been
considered as the main community and tool of analysis. In this process, the visual signs present
in the painting were extracted and analyzed based on their semiotic function and mystical
implications to reveal how key mystical concepts of Hafez, including divine love, separation,
spiritual journey, liberation, and unity, are represented in the pictorial form. The findings
indicate that Abbasi, through the conscious selection of visual elements, the precise use of
composition, and the integration of symbols and colors, has been able to artistically and
perceptibly translate Hafez's mystical worldview into the language of image for the audience.
This demonstrates that the painting "Badehnoshi" is not only a pictorial reflection of Hafez's
poetry but also a visual interpretation of his mystical experience.

Research Objectives:

1. This research examines Reza Abbasi's fidelity to the mystical concepts of Hafez's
poetry in the painting "Badehnoshi" and the methods of conveying these concepts in
the visual structure of the work.

2. This research attempts to clarify the relationship between mystical poetry, painting,
and semiotics, and to examine how mystical meanings are reflected in Persian visual
art.

Research Questions:

1. What is the degree of Reza Abbasi's adherence to the mystical concepts of Hafez's
poetry?

2.  What signs and symbols are used in this painting to convey mystical concepts?
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Introduction

One of the prominent characteristics of Reza Abbasi's works is the emphasis on the
strong presence of human beings and their central role in the creation of artistic works.
He had correctly understood that art, in the final analysis, is a reflection of human
experiences, thoughts, and emotions. The human being, as the main subject of artistic
works, gives them depth and realism and establishes a deeper connection between the
artwork and the audience. By introducing a wide range of human characters into his
works—from powerful rulers to ordinary and simple people and everyday life—Reza
Abbasi actualized this profound understanding of the role of the human being in art.
With remarkable precision and subtlety, he depicted the inner states and thoughts of his
characters, allowing the audience to penetrate their inner world and empathize with
them. This human-centered approach in Reza Abbasi's works has not only enriched their
artistic quality but has also given them a documentary and realistic aspect. In other
words, his works are not only admirable as artworks but can also be viewed as historical
and social documents that provide an accurate and vivid picture of people's lives during
the Safavid era. The symbolic and referential language of mysticism has a deep
connection with the language of image in Persian painting. In other words, painting can
be considered a kind of visual expression for literary concepts, in which literary
concepts are depicted through line and color. The painting "Badehnoshi" by Reza
Abbasi is one of the illustrated images of the manuscript of Hafez Shirazi's Divan, which
is preserved in the National Museum of Iran. This painting, due to the skillful
integration of visual elements and the mystical themes of Hafez's poetry, is a multi-
layered and contemplative work, and this very feature distinguishes it from other works
by this prominent artist. Semiotics is one of the most important tools that explains how
the two arts discussed in this article relate to each other. Among the tasks of semiotics
is the examination of signs and signifying phenomena in the different realms of
literature and painting. Charles Sanders Peirce believed that a sign is something that
stands for something else, which is called the object of that sign. Peirce's semiotics is
based on interpretation. He considers interpretation to be the effect of signification of
the sign. The first significant effect of signification is the sign of that feeling that it
creates in the audience. This is called the emotional interpretant, which is sometimes
the consequence of the signification of the sign (Peirce, 2002: 52). Semiotics, as a
science in the realm of sign and meaning, examines various types of signs, the factors
present in the process of production, exchange, and interpretation, as well as the rules
governing signs. A sign is a tangible and observable phenomenon that, due to its
relationship with an absent phenomenon, substitutes for it and signifies it, and it must
necessarily have a material manifestation so that it can be received by one of the human
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senses (Alizadeh and Hosseini, 2017: 82). Peirce considered the sign as the main tool
of the process of thought and dialogue. Through dialogue or the process of personal
thought, this process continues, and although it may end at some point, it can potentially
continue indefinitely. For Peirce, the sign must be understood in light of the
communicative process between the sign, the signified, and its interpreter (Vali-e-ahdi
and Soheili, 2017: 5). Persian painting, as a visual art, has always been formed in close
connection with literature, especially mystical poetry. Among these, Reza Abbasi, one
of the most prominent painters of the Isfahan school, has attempted to translate the
mystical concepts found in Hafez's poems into the language of images by utilizing
visual elements and pictorial signs. Through innovation in design and the selection of
new subjects, Reza Abbasi brought about a transformation in Persian painting. He
continued the tradition of realism of Kamal al-Din Behzad and Mohammadi and
endeavored to depict human movements and stillness; however, he never resorted to
naturalistic techniques such as relief rendering and perspective (Nazeri et al., 2018: 63).
This research has been conducted with two main objectives: first, to examine the degree
of Reza Abbasi's fidelity to the mystical concepts of Hafez's poetry in the painting
"Badehnoshi"; and second, to analyze the methods that this painter has employed to
convey mystical concepts in the visual structure of the work. To achieve these
objectives, Peirce's semiotic theory has been used as the analytical framework. In this
regard, the present research attempts to answer two questions: To what extent has Reza
Abbasi adhered to the mystical themes of Hafez's poetry, and how has he represented
these concepts in his work? What signs and symbols have been used in this painting,
and how can the methods of their application be analyzed in conveying mystical
concepts? By answering these questions, the research attempts to achieve a more precise
understanding of the relationship between mystical poetry, painting, and semiotics, and
to refine the way mystical meanings are reflected in Persian visual art. Every text,
regardless of whether it is in written, visual, auditory, or combined form, is in fact a
sign system. In the realm of art, literature and painting, as two important signifying
systems, communicate with the audience through signs. Conducting precise and
comprehensive analyses based on semiotic theory, especially in the field of visual signs
in the art of painting and with a semantic and philosophical approach, can be an
effective step towards establishing a deeper connection between the art of painting and
mystical literature. This approach allows the audience to understand the concepts
embedded in artistic and literary works better and more precisely, and to partially share
in the mystical experiences of the artist.
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Conclusion

In the present research, focusing on the painting "Badehnoshi" by Reza Abbasi and
utilizing the framework of Peircean semiotics, the manner of representing the mystical
concepts of Hafez's poetry through visual elements has been analyzed. The findings of
the research indicate that Reza Abbasi, not only formally and aesthetically but also at a
deeper level, remained committed to the fundamental concepts of Islamic mysticism in
Hafez's poetry. Through the intelligent selection and arrangement of symbols, indices,
and icons, he succeeded in translating the language of poetry into the language of image.
The analysis of signs in this painting suggests that Reza Abbasi, with a profound
understanding of the mystical worldview, reflected themes such as liberation from the
constraints of appearances, amorous spiritual journey, ecstatic mysticism, sincerity, and
guilelessness in the form of visual elements such as colors (gold, white, green, etc.),
wine, the daf (frame drum), composition, facial expressions, and the relationships
among the figures in a multi-layered and complex manner. This visual representation
not only enhanced the poetic quality of the work but also succeeded in transforming the
realm of mystical experience into an observable and interpretable experience for the
audience. At the same time, the application of Peircean semiotic theory as an analytical
framework provided a novel and precise method for classifying and analyzing visual
signs and made possible the systematic examination of the mode of semantic
signification in this artwork. This approach established a systematic connection
between mystical literature, painting, and semiotics, and presented a generalizable
model for analyzing other Persian paintings with mystical themes. Finally, this research
emphasizes the importance of analyzing semantic layers in Persian painting based on
semiotic and philosophical interpretations, and demonstrates that painting can function
as a visual language for expressing the most complex mystical experiences; a language
that Reza Abbasi mastered well and employed in service of the sublime concepts of
Hafez's poetry.
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