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Research Article Architecture in any civilization and climate is an embodiment of the lifestyle, tradition, beliefs,
Issue 62 and culture of society and also encompasses an important part of the history of progress and
Volume 23 social transformations. In this context, the design of the plan, the exterior facade, and the
execution of the building's decorations are symbols of the degree of attention and precision that
Page 108 to 128 architects and rulers in each period employed as signs of their power, taste, skill, belief, and

political authority in constructing the architecture of that land. With the emergence and arrival

of the holy religion of Islam, mosques were among the first buildings that, by Muslim architects

Submission Date: 2025/01/05 for the purpose of being a place of worship for the faithful, displayed the noblest and most
; delicate arts. The examination of the evolution of the dome and its decorations during the
Review Date: 2025/09/23 Timurid and Safavid periods, both renowned for the grandeur of Iranian architecture, was the
Acceptance Date: 2026/06/13 motivation for conducting this research, so that the effects of internal and external factors such
Publication Date: 2026/06/22 as religious changes, type of government, cultural transformations, and such differences in the
design of motifs and construction methods could be comparatively studied. The data collection

method of this fundamental research was based on documentary studies and library sources, and

Keywords the nature of the analysis of the findings was historical and descriptive. It should be noted that

for the selection of the statistical population and study samples, the Bibi Khanum Mosque
Islamic Architecture (Timurid period) and the Chaharbagh Madrasa of Isfahan (Safavid period) were considered.
Dome Motifs Finally, the most important findings and results of this research are as follows: the evolution of

dome motifs and decorations from the Timurid to the Safavid period had a considerable

quantitative and qualitative growth; moreover, the change in the techniques of executing dome

Safavid Period coverings from mosaic tile (kashi-e moarraq) to seven-color (haft-rang) tiles, despite the decline

in quality, provided artists of the Safavid era with increased speed of work progress, the

possibility of executing details of arabesque motifs, and greater color diversity. Meanwhile, the

function of the dome in spiritual aspects and manifestations of glory and beauty was, for both

o A A periods, a platform for spiritual journey and mystical expression of Muslim architects, artists,
Cite this article and patrons (the rulers and kings of the time).
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Research Objectives:

Analysis of Dome MOtif_S in .Iranian 1. Re-reading the historical evolution and analysis of dome motifs in Iranian architecture
Architecture of the Timurid and of the Timurid and Safavid periods.

Safavid Periods. Islamic Art, 23(62),

108-128. 2. Achieving the relationship between dome motifs and their function.

Research Questions:

1. What is the evolution and difference of dome architecture and its motifs in the Timurid
and Safavid periods, two glorious periods of Islamic architecture?
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function in the Timurid and Safavid periods?
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Introduction

This research attempts to collect information based on existing documents from the past
regarding what transformation the dome has undergone in terms of motifs in the two
glorious periods of Islamic architecture, namely the Timurid and Safavid periods? And
why, after the advent of Islam, did the dome become one of the main elements of Islamic
architecture, and what is the relationship between its motifs and its function? The
purpose of this research is to answer these questions. Also, in this research, in addition
to the structural description and quiddity of the dome phenomenon from pre-Islam, the
description and explanation of its mode of being and the reason why from the
perspective of dome motifs and decorations, and the historical evolution and analysis
of dome motifs in the Timurid and Safavid periods are addressed, and we use the
experiences of predecessors, as well as the analysis of art history in the field of
architecture. Therefore, from the perspective of purpose, the research is applied and of
the historical research type, which is a descriptive-analytical research division and has
a qualitative approach. Also, the method of collecting information and data in this
research is through documentary study and library sources. The buildings and mosques
of the Timurid and Safavid periods (case study: Bibi Khanum Mosque and Chaharbagh
Madrasa of Isfahan) constitute the statistical population of this article. The necessity of
conducting this research lies in analyzing and examining the historical evolution of the
dome from the perspective of motifs and decorations considering its function from
before and after Islam (Timurid and Safavid periods) so that it can study the evolution
of the two glorious periods—the Timurid, which was the brilliant era of Iranian-Islamic
art and architecture, and the glorious Safavid period, which has received less attention—
and the effects of internal and external factors in the country such as changes in religion,
government, and culture on changes in motifs and construction of the dome atop
mosques, and accomplish a part of this extensive research. Another important issue in
this research is the preservation of cultural identity, and the differentiation of dome
motifs with its form and materials, and also this knowledge for the next generation,
architects, researchers, designers, artists in the field of designing contemporary
examples, considering the backing of Islamic arts and motifs that have rich
characteristics in our culture and whose meaning and concept are very valuable to us,
their use in architectural motifs and contemporary arts will enrich the motifs.
Understanding these motifs can help our indigenous and traditional arts, and will cause
the preservation of our identity and cultural characteristics, and employ them in the
digital and modern world to prevent this identity crisis and in this regard be able to help
them, and also for subsequent research in this field, they may have a coherent and useful
research at hand and add a step to the steps of this summit.
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Conclusion

Iranian architecture throughout history is one of the most excellent and magnificent
parts of Iranian art, which has a long history. Iran's ancient culture possesses a deep
architectural style and has maintained its superiority during the Islamic era as well. The
Timurid and Safavid periods in Iranian architecture are considered two glorious periods
of Iranian-Islamic architecture. The Timurid rule is one of the most brilliant eras of
Islamic civilization and the era of the elevation of art and architecture. The architecture
of the Safavid period also features the construction of the largest religious buildings,
which have special importance and prestige. It can be claimed that in the history of post-
Islamic Iran, the Safavids, due to the importance they gave to the quantitative and
qualitative growth of religious and cultural buildings, such as mosques, for the
expansion of the Shi'i religion and encouraging people toward it, hold a special position.
Based on the conducted research, we witness two fundamental transformations in the
motifs of dome decorations from the Timurid to the Safavid period. The first change,
which is very evident, is the change in materials and technique. In the Timurid period,
mosaic tile (kashi-e moarraq) was used more, and the reason for its use is its durability.
Mosaic tile and ma'qali tile, due to the small size of the tile compared to seven-color
tile, are more durable and reduce the effects of atmospheric changes on the tile and
neutralize or reduce phenomena such as expansion and contraction of the tile caused by
these effects. However, in the late Timurid period, to some extent due to economic and
political reasons, seven-color tile gradually came into use, and in the Safavid period it
reached its peak of use and peak of beauty and splendor. The Safavids, due to saving
cost and time, began using seven-color tile, and its use spread rapidly. Another
fundamental transformation in the decoration of domes was the introduction of the
arabesque (islimi) motif into the decorations of dome motifs. In the Timurid period, we
only witness geometric and khata'i motifs on the domes, but the Safavids, by employing
arabesque motifs, arabesque bands and claws, undulating and intertwined movements
of vegetal motifs, created a significant transformation, because drawing vegetal motifs
on seven-color tile was easier to execute than other techniques such as mosaic. These
designs appear much more elaborate, crowded, and delicate compared to the Timurid
period and before. The coloring operation on seven-color tiles is done easily with a
brush, and this has caused artists to pay attention to the details of plants, and as a result,
the decorations of this period possess a particular delicacy. In general, the evolution of
dome motifs and decorations from the Timurid to the Safavid period had quantitative
and qualitative growth, because the decorations of the Safavid period domes were
continuations of the decorations of the Timurid period domes and only added new
motifs and decorations to make the decorations more beautiful. The change of materials
from mosaic tile to seven-color tile caused lower cost and ease of work for artists and
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the creation of delicate arabesque motifs on the domes; also, the Thuluth script in
Safavid inscriptions reached the utmost maturity and skill and is considered among the
excellent examples of inscription writing in Iranian Islamic architecture.
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