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Article Info ABSTRACT
. Objective: A comprehensive introduction of the manuscript of Khulasat al-Tawarikh by Dabir-
Research Article i A‘lam and an examination of its orthographic features and the art of its book illumination.
Issue 63 Method: The method of study is analytical-descriptive and documentary, based on library
research.
\ ' Results: The present manuscript was transcribed in 1342 AH and is in Nasta‘liq script. This
Page 7 to 35 manuscript has an exquisite lacquer binding with vegetal decorations. Regarding orthographic

features, the author has used the common language of his age, and in some instances archaic
words and old verb constructions are also observed in its text. A few Turkish words are seen in

Submission Date: 2026/04/09 it. The author has attempted to maintain uniformity of writing as much as possible, although in
: some instances the writing of a word is not consistent. Likewise, the connection of words and
Review Date: 2026/05/26 prefixes and suffixes has a high frequency in the text.
Acceptance Date: 2026/08/19 Conclusion: This manuscript, as a significant work in the art of book illumination of the late
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Research Objectives:
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Introduction

Historiography in the form of poetry is a long-standing tradition in Iranian culture,
which began with Ferdowsi's Shahnama and continued in various periods, especially
in the Qajar era, which was an age of return to ancient styles as well as
experimentation with new styles. In this context, the versified work "Khulasat al-
Tawarikh" by Dabir-i A ‘lam is a document that establishes a link between the
tradition of historical epic-writing and the necessity of chronicling the Qajar era. This
work, which includes the narration of Iran's history from myths and ancient times to
the Qajar era, is important not only from a historical perspective but also from the
viewpoint of the evolution of literary styles in the Qajar era.

The double importance of this research lies in the fact that the manuscript under
examination is the only known copy of this work. This very fact doubles its research
value in preserving this oral-literary heritage. Since access to the original text of this
poem has not been available to researchers until now, the introduction of this
manuscript is the first step toward re-reading Dabir-i A ‘lam's narrative of Iran's
history.

One of the important cultural and scientific foundations of any nation that represents
the history and civilization of its land is manuscripts. Manuscripts are a valuable
heritage from the historical and cultural past of the country and embody the identity,
culture, and thought of predecessors. In fact, culture and civilization are based on
values that have been transferred to the present era through science and art over many
years in the form of cultural heritage. A significant portion of this valuable legacy has
been through manuscripts and handwritten writings, and the revival and introduction
of these precious works is considered one of the beneficial and effective measures.
The revival of any work of scientific and literary works is like finding the missing link
that binds together the fabric of our literature and the chain of our spiritual and
cultural life. Research and investigation into cultural works and tracing the course of
literary and civil transformations, as well as examination and discussion of
vocabulary, grammar, semantics, and expression, smooths the path of language and
provides a way for innovation and a criterion and measure for distinguishing
innovation from repetition (Homayi, 2002). Access to handwritten writings is often
accompanied by difficulty, which makes familiarization with them problematic for the
academic community and those interested in manuscripts. As Foruzanfar says, some
books are the legend of the Simurgh: their name is mentioned everywhere but they
themselves are nowhere to be found, and what exists is in places where access to them
is difficult (Foruzanfar, 1971). Attention to the revival and correction of texts
manifests the identity and dignity of Persian-speaking Iranians (Yalmeha, 2011). Al-
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Khuri, the Algerian bibliographer, believes that the greatest part of human thought has
been transmitted to future generations through manuscripts, and the journey of
manuscripts has caused the journey of human thoughts across the farthest points of the
world. Introducing handwritten books is the first step in serving the world of
knowledge (Vafadar, 2000). Therefore, introducing them to enthusiasts and specialists
is necessary for the flourishing of the country's cultural background and will be
effective in enriching the national memory. Fadai, regarding the importance and
necessity of identifying and reviving manuscripts, states two main reasons: (a) having
antiquity and being antique; especially if arts such as calligraphy, illumination,
binding, painting, etc. have been used in their beautification; (b) being scientific or
research-oriented; that is, if published, they provide the ground for research in textual
subjects, stylistics, and the like, or they can be effective in completing and correcting
other books or manuscripts, or they can be useful in containing information about the
cultural heritage of Islam and Iran (Fadai, 2008). A manuscript is a handwritten book
whose date relates to before the invention of printing or contemporaneous with the
invention of printing, and it is distinct from a document, letter, or research paper that
has been written by hand. In the definition of manuscripts, the existence of ink, paper,
the condition of being handwritten, and belonging to the period before the invention of
printing are essential (see Soltanipour and Rastin, 2000). Predecessors sometimes used
the term manuscript to mean absolutely "book" and sometimes by that word they
meant the transcribed form of the book and writing. Hence, to the leaves on which
materials have been written by hand, by reed pen, brush, and metal pen, and with
blackness (ink) - before the spread of the printing house - and those leaves are
connected to each other from one side (the spine) and on the spine side the cover (two
covers, two boards) is placed and from that same side it is connected to the covers of
the binding, it has been called a manuscript (Mayel Heravi, 1997).

Due to the specific political and social developments in the Qajar period, the history
of this era is culturally very noteworthy. Although many cultural and scientific works
of this period of Iran's history have been published so far and made available to
enthusiasts, a major part of these works, which are mostly in the form of manuscripts,
has remained neglected and unknown, and it is necessary to correct, critique, and
evaluate these works in order to delineate the cultural dimensions of the Qajar era.
Considering that "the correction of manuscript texts is considered one of the types of
literary research" (Sotoudeh, 2005), this research is carried out with the aim of
introducing the manuscript of Khulasat al-Tawarikh by Mirza Taqi Savojbolaghi
(Dabir-1 A‘lam) and examining its orthography. The research method is analytical-
descriptive, and data collection is through library and internet sources. Regarding the
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research method, some points need to be mentioned. Today, three methods are used in
the correction of manuscript texts:

a) Critical method: In this method, the corrector takes as the basis the text that is
usually the oldest copy and appears authentic and reliable, and prints it exactly,
without interfering with the original text. Of course, he collates the selected text with
several other reliable texts and records the differences in footnotes. In the critical
method, the corrector expresses his opinion regarding the accuracy or inaccuracy of
phrases, words, hemistiches, or verses in footnotes. In this method, based on the
validity that the most reliable manuscript is the oldest one, the oldest copy is taken as
the text. The one who undertakes the compilation and correction of a text according to
this method, while he strives in the method of constructing it and guides the reader
according to his knowledge and insight to the correct and original text, does not
consider his own understanding and taste as the absolute ruler and records all points
that might lead to another change at the bottom of the page as well.

b) Eclectic method: In the eclectic method, usually the copy that is considered more
reliable is taken as the more correct copy, as the original text, and then it is collated
with other copies, and whenever the corrector finds a more suitable, more complete,
and better word or sentence in other copies, he inserts it into the text, and in this way
the following situations occur in the original and selected text: 1. A sentence, phrase,
or word that seems incorrect or unsuitable to the corrector is removed, and in its place
a correct and suitable sentence, phrase, or word from other copies is added to the
original and selected text. 2. A sentence, phrase, or word that, in the corrector's
opinion, has been omitted from the original text is added to the original text from
other copies. 3. A word, phrase, or verse that appears to be interpolated is removed. Of
course, all these differences, omissions, and additions are recorded in footnotes and
each case is mentioned separately.

c) Combined method: The combined method in the correction of manuscript texts
means that the corrector takes the oldest copy as the original text, but wherever he
finds a more suitable word or phrase in the variant copies, he inserts it into the text; in
other words, the most correct words and phrases, according to the corrector's
judgment, are inserted into the oldest text (Sotoudeh, 2001). Of course, Razi proposes
another type of correction called analogical (qiyasi). This method is used when only
one copy of the work remains and it is not very correct and reliable. In this method,
the incorrect recordings of the copy are corrected with the help of thematic, linguistic,
historical, and other evidence (Razi, 2015).
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Given these several methods, and the fact that only one copy of this work exists, the
main method in correcting this work is the analogical method. Thus, if a word in the
copy was distorted or illegible, this word is compared with other surviving works of the
author or his contemporary writers, and finally a suitable word is substituted. After the
completion of the correction, orderly annotations have also been prepared and
compiled.

Conclusion

The codicological examination of "Khulasat al-Tawarikh" by Dabir-i A ‘lam opens a
new window toward the recognition of one of the important historical texts that had not
been, as it should be, scrutinized before. The findings of this research indicate that the
extant manuscript is important not only from the content perspective as a
complementary source for understanding the chronicles of the late Qajar period, but
also from the codicological perspective it possesses unique characteristics. The
identification of the binding of this manuscript indicates the author's precision and care
in preserving historical trust. It was also revealed that this work by Dabir-i A‘lam holds
a distinct position in the chronicle-writing tradition of its time, and the analysis of the
text structure and the quality of its transcription assists us in better understanding the
processes of transmission of historical knowledge in that period.

In terms of the orthography of the manuscript, the author has used the common language
of his age, and in some instances archaic words and old verb constructions are also
observed in its text. A few Turkish words are seen in it. The author has attempted to
maintain uniformity of writing as much as possible, although in some instances the
writing of a word is not consistent. Likewise, the connection of words and prefixes and
suffixes has a high frequency in the text.

Finally, this research emphasizes that the correction and scholarly publication of this
manuscript is an unavoidable necessity for the research community so that, while
safeguarding this written heritage, a refined and reliable text is made available to
researchers in the fields of history and literature.
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