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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Miraj_by Sultan_Muhammad.jpg, access date:
4August 2008, 02:07 pm
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Investigating the Effect of Shiite Texts on the Imam Ali's (AS)
Iconography in Thamesbi's Falnama
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Abstract

Shiite texts contain a collection of Quranic exegesis, beliefs and narratives. They are
result of centuries of Shiite efforts, especially Shi'a scholars, by collecting resources,
reviewing content, and then writing and compiling them. These texts had significant
effects on Persian painting, like other categories of Persian art. Falnama Tahmasbi is one
of the manuscripts of the Shah Tahmasb which has several pictures and is influenced by
Shiite sources. This version is also known as the “Imam Sadeq's (AS) Falnama” and
“dispersed Falnama”. Imam Ali (pbuh) has a special place in Falnama Tahmasbi, and
the Alawite's themes in Falnama show holiness, courage and dignity of him. The analysis
of this version indicates influence of Shi'a texts on it, but the role of the stories and beliefs
which were common in the Safavid era cannot be ignored. The research method is
descriptive-analytical with comparative approach and information is gathered from
library and field resources. This study includes seven paintings of Falnama Tahmasbi
related to Imam Ali (AS) that have iconography from Amir al-Momenin (AS).

Research objectives:

1. Identify the themes, visual elements, and symbolic effects associated with Imam Ali
(as) in Falnama Tahmasbi.

2. Explaining the level of influence of Shie texts on alawi paintings in Falnama.

research questions:

v- - M.Sc. Graduated in Islamic Art, Faculty of Art, Shahed University, Tehran & Teacher of the technical
university of Bagiatallah, Qazvin

v\ - Assistant Professor of Faculty of Art, Shahed University, Tehran.

vy - Fellow author, Faculty Member of Islamic Art Department, Shahed University, Tehran
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1. What are the themes of the Falnama Tahmasbi in the range of the Sira and Manaqib
of Imam Ali (AS)?

2. What are the visual manifestations of Ali (as) in Falnama Tahmasbi and how much
the Shiite texts had influenced on Alewi paintings?

Keywords:

Falnama Tahmasbi, Shiite texts, Alavi paintings, Shah Tahmasb, Iconography, Qazvin
school, Safavid.
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