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Symbolic Concepts of Animal Motifs
Tiling the Allahverdi Khan Dome from the Safavid era in Razavi's
Holy Shrine”

Atiye Khan Hossein Abadi !
Mahdi Eshraghi 2
Abstract
The history of the shrine of Imam Reza (AS), the most important attraction of religious
tourism in Iran, dates back to more than ten centuries ago, which was decorated with
various decorations during the Islamic states; and each section represents the art of
architecture of the special era of Islamic art history. Characters and elders have been
renovating and developing this scared place in every age. Allahverdi Khan, a brave
warrior and military commander of Safavid era, paid special attention to the architecture
of this era, and he has done a great deal to raise the culture and civilization of Iran; this
can be emphasized by the culture and civilization of Iran; by looking at his remains in
Esfahan (Si-o0-se-pol), Shiraz (School of the Khan) And Mashhad (Dome of Allahverdi
Khan). This magnificent building is one of the most beautiful buildings in the holy shrine
that Arthur Pope, in the book of Iranian architecture, considers the most complete part
of the shrine of Imam Reza (AS). The mosaic tiles of this porch are decorated with
inscriptions, animal motifs, plant, and geometric designs. Many of these motifs are
conceptualized, which have a particular place in the culture and literature of this
boundary. In this regard, the present study was conducted using descriptive and content
analysis based on field observations and library data. Among the 487 roles in 9 species
of animals, each of which is a world with full of mysteries, the highest number motifs
include the motif of the bird (chicken) and then there are, respectively, pheasant, parrot,
peacock, duck, dragon, simurgh, deer and Chicken Bismillah.
Research purposes:
1. to introduce the symbolic of the animal motifs in porch of Allahverdi Khan.
2. The study of symbolic concepts of animal motifs in the mentioned porch.
Research Questions:
1. what are the types of animal motifs in porch of Allahverdi Khan?
2. What are the symbolic implications of this motif?

Key word:
Shrine of Imam Reza (AS), Allahverdi Khan Dome, Safavid era, Tiling, animal motifs.

* This article is based on the thesis of the first author, entitled “Study the fauna motifs in the tiles of Imam Reza
(AS% shrine” in the visual Communication department by supervised Dr. Mahdi Eshraghi at Ferdows Institute of
Higher Education, Mashhad, Iran.
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